




By Shirley Rlzvi 

LONDON — What do modem 
spies do when noL snooping? Hit 
the bottle or relax in front of the 
telly, of course, unless anyone 
who knows better comes forward 
to confirm otherwise. Less than 
half a century ago. when the 
world was still partially undls- 
covered and the satellites not yet 
in orbit, Ihe spies did the obvi¬ 
ous: They lugged their unwieldy 
cameras along wherever they 
went. 

The outcome was not always to 
serve the immediate ends of the 
Realm. Instead it varied in quali¬ 
ty and content. Two British 
agents who greatly influenced the 
course of Middle Eastern history, 
TE Lawrence and Robert Byron, 
dabbled in archaeology, anthro¬ 
pology, architecture and the arts 
when they weren't taking notes 
for their military and political su¬ 
periors. 

The result of their exhaustive 
forays into a yet unveiled world 
of Middle Eastern societies was 
presented by the Courtauid Insti¬ 
tute in London in a recent exhibi¬ 
tion entitled. Along the Golden 
Road to Samarkand. 

Curators at the 1 Conway Li¬ 
brary, the massive photo-archive 
of ^architecture, sculpture and 
mediaeval paintings at the insti¬ 
tute, had long been aware that 
they had, amidst the mountains of 
material, photographs by 'Law¬ 
rence of Arabia', given in by his 
brother, the archaeologist and spy 
Professor AW Lawrence. 

Fired .by a renewed public in¬ 
terest in the aftermath of the Gulf 
War,' they began to look closely 
at ihiB material. It soon became 
clear that, among the many nega¬ 
tives given to them by AW Law¬ 
rence. they had more photo¬ 
graphs by Lawrence of Arabia 
than previously thought, includ¬ 
ing a deeply evocative set of A1 
Azraq, the great black basalt for¬ 
tress of Roman and Muslim build 
in Jordan, which he used as his 
base camp for the attack on Aqa¬ 
ba, taken on campaign in 1917. 

For these, and for the compan¬ 
ion set of magnificent street 
scenes in Jeddah, probably taken 
in 1916, the library had the origi¬ 
nal glass negatives which al¬ 
lowed the curators to make, mag¬ 
nificent prints. 

At the same time the curators 
Came upoft another fascinating 
cache of negatives — photo¬ 
graphs taken by Robert Byron in 
. 1933*4 in Syria, Iran and Afghan¬ 
istan, on his search for the origins 
of Islamic architecture chronicled 
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Archive photographs taken by two of Britain's master spies, TE Lawrence (The 
Lawrence of Arabia') and Robert Byron, during their expeditions in the Middle East 
have been the subject of a little known display at the Courtauid Institute in London. 
Taken just before and during the First and Second World Wars, the pictures show how 
the two men*s interest in ancient monuments went a great way in helping their work in 

the British military intelligence. 



Byroa'm photo of the Ulhrab at tho 
Friday Motquo of Isfahan (abovo), a 
atroat meano of Joddoh photographed 
by Lawrence 


in his classic of travel literature. 
The Road to Oxlana (1939). The 
photographs often relate very 
closely to the text of Oxlana, and 
in the exhibition the chief curator, 
Dr Lindy Grant, was able to make 
telling juxtaposition of text and 
image. 

Il became clear, bb the exhibi¬ 
tion was researched, that both the 
Lawrence and the Byron collec¬ 
tions came to the ConWay Library 
through Professor TSR Boaae, di¬ 
rector of the Courtauid Institute, 
1937-47, whose interest in the art 
of the Crusader Kingdom brought' 
him into contact with both Byron 
and AW Lawrence. Their fascina¬ 
tion with Middle Eastern monu¬ 
ments, their resulting knowledge 
of the lie of the land, and of die 
local languages, meant that all o.f 
these men, Boase, Byron, and 


both the Law¬ 
rence brothers 
— TE most fa¬ 
mously — 
were deeply in¬ 
volved in mili¬ 
tary Intelli¬ 
gence. As Dr 
Grant pointed 
out, The pho¬ 
tographs in this 
exhibition arc 
the work of 
some very sin¬ 
gular spies." 

• Perhaps more 
revealing than 
the photos are 
the texts which 
accompany 
them, provid¬ 
ing glimpses of 
• the character 
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Grant said, TE Lawrence's "over- i 
blown, highly romantic prose* is I 

very different from Byron's spare ; 

cynical elegance. i 

A quotation from The Road to \ 
Oxlana alongside a Byron photo 
of the citadel of Ikhtiaruddin in I 
Herat, taken in 1933 or 1934, per- 1 
haps best sums up the forces that 
attracted Englishmen to the East ! 
as spies-cum-experts. 

Seeking to photograph an Af¬ 
ghan artillery position while 
feigning interest in a Kufic in¬ 
scription on the citadel tower, 
Byron contemplated the rewards 
that awaited him in London. T 
held the secret of a formidable ar* 
mament, capable of withstanding, 
or worse, expediting, an advance' 
of the Soviet army on India. I 
saw myself earning the Victoria 
Cross and probably a seat in the 
Cabinet, by reporting its exis¬ 
tence. It was interesting to dis¬ 
cover, from personal experience, 
how spies find their vocation." 

Other texts indicate that west¬ 
ern adventurers of the age, al¬ 
though captivated by the wonders' 
of the East, often felt little sym¬ 
pathy for it. One military officer 
quoted by Byron dismissed all 
Middle Eastern architecture as 
"phallic." Il is instructive to see 
how western perceptions of Is¬ 
lamic architecture have evolved 
in the past few decades. 

Of the photographs by TE Law* 
rencc, the best ones are those tak¬ 
en in Jeddah, where the British 
set up a political mission in July. 
1916 to liaise with Sharif Husse¬ 
in. Lawrence visited the port city, 
in October that year and recorded 
in his Seven Pillars of Wisdom 
his impressions of "a remarkable 
town" where "the streets were al¬ 
leys, wood roofed in the main lx- j 
zaars, but elsewhere open to the I 
sky in the Httle gap between tbe i 
tops of the lofty white-walled 
houses. These were built four of 
five stories high, of coral rag lied 
with square beams and decorated 
by wide bow-windows running 
from ground to roof in grey 
wooden panels. 

"There was no glass In Jeddah, 
but a profusion of good laulc* 
and some very delicate shallow 
chiselling on tho panels of win¬ 
dow casings. 

Lawrence described the Jeddah 
architecture of the day as "crazy 
Elizabethan half-timber woik, in- 
the elaborate Cheshire fashwft. 
but gone gimcrack to an Incredi¬ 
ble degree." One wonders what 
TO would think of Jeddah today. 

Academic File 

Shirley Rizvt is ihe executive 
editor of Academic File. 
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Canadian artists' exhibition: 
Art or aesthetic experience? 
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By Vesna Masharqa 

Special to The Star 

The exhibition of nine Canadian 
artists currently running at the 
National Gallery in Amman has 
stirred a number of questions as 
to its artistic credibility. 

Under the title Travelling The¬ 
ory, m reference to the same- 
named work of Palestinian aca¬ 
demic Edward Said, the exhibi¬ 
tion deals with a number of new 
concepts which have sprung from 
■ u . ***' immediate contact 
with other cultures. 

Ftom their experiences of trav¬ 
el or their own investigations of 
world cultures, the artists have 


An aesthetic stimulus ? 

Another artisL, who shared fa 
this opinion, said that art wod 
should be more than just persoui 
experience, adding, rf Most of fa 
work I saw here is just a preHml- 
nary phase for further elabora¬ 
tion. It doesn't move me enough; 

Such division in opSa f 
harked back to the old, yet muchI 
raised questions as to ’‘What, fa! 
fact, is art?" Is it the capability d \ 
an artist to elicit a response from ' 
the public or the mere artistic 1 
quality of the stimulus? Is an 
purely an aesthetic experience, or j 
does it require an additional sur- ! 
plus? 

We may agree that good artist 
complex engagement requiring 
reciprocation between the self > 
and technique, impulse and medi- ; 
um, feeling and tradition. If then 
is no flow between tradition and' 
innovation, society and the irefi-: 
vidual, between presenting, re-; 
spending and evaluating the work 
itself, it is hard to raise the prod- \ 
uct to the level of a work of in', ■ 
Artistic presentation invites an ■' 
artistic response. The contemjjo- j 
rary world demands mere ab- [' 
stract and intellectual recogni¬ 
tion, thus, people come to see art i 
without responding to it. .[ 

One artist photographed a- 
scene he recalled from the past, • 
then travelled to the site to photo- ! 
graph it again, exhibiting both 
photographs together. The ques¬ 
tion remains as to how a-siranger 
can rolato to this experience. If 
there are no other personal touch¬ 
es to this work, then this 'art' ii 
merely a literal documentation of 
facts, 

On the opposite side of the 
spectrum, some accused other 
works of being too personal to re¬ 
late to. One artist selected paint 
chips summing up memories of 
the colors of the cities he had vis¬ 
ited. To give the impression of 
faded memories, he processed 
them four times through a photo 
processor, arranging the fqt* 
stages of the colour change to 
columns. 

"That sounds interesting; but if 
is loo personal to get any re- 

e argued one of the exbl- 
. visitors. 

Those who. examined the craft¬ 
ed objects, on exhibit faced the 
n»st problems in defining wheth¬ 
er they were actually works, of 
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People will have last say on 
issue of confederation 


By Lina Arafat 

Special to The Star 

THE ISSUE of establishing a 
confederation between the Jorda¬ 
nian and the Palestinian peoples, 
although purely in the hypotheti¬ 
cal stages, has created excited 
speculation about its benefits or 
otherwise. While many support 
the project, others who reject the 
idea say that under current politi¬ 
cal circumstances it could only 
serve the interests of the Israelis. 

Fayez Tarawneh, a member of 
the Jordanian delegation to the 
peace talks, said, T think that 
everyone in our area, Palestinian 
or Jordanian, believes that there 
should ultimately be some form 
of unification between Jordanians 
and Palestinians, as opposed to 
being two political entities." 

Nonetheless, the issue is enor¬ 
mously complicated, and has 
been described somewhat skepti¬ 
cally by Palestine National Coun¬ 
cil member Dr Assad Abdel Rah¬ 
man, as a potential "Pandora's 
box." "We nave to emphasize 
that so far there is no definite Jor¬ 
danian or Palestinian position to¬ 
wards the issue," he added. 

Should the proposal be en¬ 
dorsed on all sides, there are a 
number of issues that will im¬ 
pede unification. One is the fact 
that, for the past 45 years, the oc¬ 
cupied territories of the West 
Bank and Gaza strip have been a 
practically vacant land with no 
infrastructure or constitutions. 
The problem this exposes is the 
argument that a confederation 
. should be practised by nations 
who have sovereignty over their 
lands, with the right to self- 
determination. 

"Jordan is an independent slate 
with its own political entity," said 
Dr Abdel Rahman, "but as for the 
occupied territories, one third of 
the Palestinians are under occu¬ 
pation. They need independence 
and sovereignty over their land in 


Libya stands defiant 
as UN sanctions are 
imposed 

AMMAN — (Star) UN sanc¬ 
tions against Libya went into ef¬ 
fect yesterday, backed by an In¬ 
ternational Court of Justice 
nriing rejecting Libya's request 
to stop the US and Britain rac¬ 
ing the extradition of two Lib¬ 
yans* suspected of bombing a 
Pan Am flight over Lockerbie, 

Scotland in 1988. 

H of the International Court's 16 
judges ruled against Libya's ap¬ 
peal on Tuesday, paving the way 
for the implementation of Se¬ 
curity Council sanctions, im¬ 
posed in response to Libya’s re- 
: gtsal to surrender the suspects. 
Sanctions ■ will., include the 
cutting of air links and the bari- 

• juig of aims deals with Libya, 

• out,will not impose a wond- 
. wide oil embargo. The Security 


Libya denounces terrorist" and 
«iows France access to four, of 
its drizens, suspected of collabo¬ 
ration in the bombing • of a 
French pjarie oVe* Niger in 1989. 
24. hours ; before sanction? were 
imposed, Libya demonstrated its 



Faytz Tarawneh 

order to build their own political 
entity which would give them the 
right to self-determination." He 
argued that a confederation could 
only be discussed once these fac¬ 
tors had been established, with 
the two peoples having the last 
say on the issue. 

Furthermore, while it is accept¬ 
ed that the motive behind the 
confederation has been largely 
prompted by the need for the Pal- 


federation could present prob¬ 
lems. 

"While the peace talks continue 
and negotiations still stress on the 
rights of the Palestinians to self- 
determination and the issue of 
transferring authority over occu¬ 
pied land, an immediate call fa a 
confederation would change the 
ground rules of the bilateral 
talks," he said, referring to the in¬ 
ternational legitimacy represent¬ 
ed by UN resolutions 242 and 
338, applicable to the West Bank 
and Gaza strip. 

"As the Palestinians have pre¬ 
sented their plan for an interim 
self government arrangement 
(P1SGA), where a self govern¬ 
ment is to be formed, then we are 
talking about an immediate with¬ 
drawal from all the occupied ter- 
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Dr Abdel Rahman 

rilories and an immediate imple¬ 
mentation of the UN resolutions. 
This changes the international di¬ 
mension of the whole process," 
he said, adding, The issue still 
needs to be discussed in order Lo 
be able to form a final picture 
which would be politically and 
legally acceptable. 

From the Palestinian side, Dr 
Abdel Rahman also emphasized 
the negative aspect of hurrying 
into unification, particularly in 
the light of the peace process. 
"Why come now and cancel a 
Palestinian track which we have 
fought for for a long lime?” he 


The confederation issue re¬ 
mains a political project with a 
background full oi developments 
that escalate daily in the region. 
While many believe that it could 
strengthen cooperation between 
Jordanians and Palestinians in the 
peace talks, others believe that by 
dealing with the issue before 
solving the bases of thd conflict, 
such a confederation could only 
eventually serve Israeli interests. 

Those who oppose the project 
use the argument that a confeder¬ 
ation is a method of cooperation 
among independent slates who 
enjoy sovereignty ova their land. 
With the absence of a Palestinian 
state for the time being, any uni¬ 


fied existence between Jordani¬ 
ans and Palestinians would there¬ 
fore be on Jordanian land. This, 
they argue, provides Israel with 
the chance to hold onto the occu¬ 
pied territories, claiming the exis¬ 
tence of a Palestinian stale on 
Jordanian soil, while also possi¬ 
bly encouraging Israel to expand 
its authority into Jordan. 

Without solving substantive is¬ 
sues first, such an arrangement 
could also give the Israeli author¬ 
ities the opportunity it has longed 
for to deport Palestinians out of 
the occupied territories. This, 
they could challenge, would be 
indeed be deporting them — only 
it would be deportation lo their 
confederate state of Jordan, a 
'substitute' Palestinian homeland. 

Nonetheless, on the other hand, 
the confederation project has firm 
supporters. These are the people 
who believe that each of the two 
peoples has its own identity, that 
they share a distinguished strong 
relationship and that both have a 
common interest. To them, a con¬ 
federation should be based on 
equal justice and democracy, 
which would serve the interests 
of both peoples and maintain sov¬ 
ereignty for both. Supporters 
hope ultimately that, should land 
be transferred to Jordanian au¬ 
thority, it can then be handed 
back to the Palestinian^ within 
the framework of the two confed¬ 
erated states. 

Dr Tarawneh reiterated the ar¬ 
gument that the project requires a 
multitude of considerations, and 
that the roots of the issue should 
be tackled first. "If we want to do 
this link, wc must at least have 
the proper foundations fa a new 
political entity in the Middle East 
— that is, if we want a lasting 
peace and not only a comprehen¬ 
sive one.” The final wad, he em¬ 
phasized, is with the people. ■ 
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■ The Star has learnt that 
high ranking commiCtees will 
be formed in the near future to 
prepare fa the Kingdom's cel¬ 
ebrations marking the occa¬ 
sion of His Mqjesty King Huss¬ 
ein's 4C th year of Ascension to 
the Throne, in May of next 
year. 

■ Finance Minister, Basil Jar- 
daneh, will be leaving Amraau 
at the end of next month to 
London and Paris. The minis¬ 
ter will hold talks with officials 
in London and Paris aiming at 
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ordan s debt for the year 
1992-1993. 

■ The Foreign Ministry re¬ 
ceived a memo horn the Ku¬ 
waiti government stating that 
Kuwait has agreed to renew 
the membership of its three 
representatives In the Board of 
directors of the Phosphate 
Company for four more years. 

■ Sources have revealed to the 
Star that new decisions will be 
taken shortly to review the 
prices of water pumped for ir¬ 
rigation purposes lo the Jor¬ 
dan Valley. 

■ The Jordanian and Iraqi 
governments have agreed to 
rent 400 trucks from Ireland 
to join the fleet of the Iraql- 
Jordanian Company for Over¬ 
land Transport. The new 
trucks are to replace the old 
ones and to meet the Increas¬ 
ing volume of business of the 
past few months. 

■ A delegation from Canada's 
External Assistance Ministry 
is expected to arrive in Am¬ 
man in mid-May to hold talks 
with Jordanian officials on ec¬ 
onomic cooperation between 
the two companies. The dele¬ 
gation will offer Jordan techni¬ 
cal assistance in various fields, 
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Focus on Jordanian Literature (10) 

Basma Ansour: 

Where youth meets artistic maturity 


By Fahd A. Salameh 

THIS WEEK'S edition will fo¬ 
cus on Basma Ansour, a young 
bui prominent Jordanian literary 
figure, and her first short story 
collection Backwards. Bom in 
■Zerqa, in 1966, she received her 
education in the same city, and 
after obtaining her General Sec¬ 
ondary Certificate, she studied 
jaw at the Arab University of 
Beirut. 

As a youth Basma was toler¬ 
ated in literature, and during her 
®hool years she read many of 
the world's literary classics, es¬ 
pecially those from Russian iiter- 
ature. It was during that period 
that her talent for imaginative 
writing was clearly evident to 
her teachers. 

Having graduated, she em¬ 
barked on her profession as a 
lawyer, while contributing regu¬ 
larly to Jordanian newspapers 
and journals, especially Ad- 
Dustour. J 

Basma is a member of Hie 
Jordanian Writers' Asso ciation 
the Jordanian Lawyers’ Syndi¬ 
cate and is also an active mem¬ 
ber of Amnesty International. 
She has participated in several 
literary symposia that have been 
held in Jordan, notably those that' 
focused on her collection of 
short stories. 

Backwards , which was pub¬ 
lished in Beirut in 1991, is a col- 
u? 11 Osteen short stories, 
and has a preface by Jabra Ibra¬ 
him Jabra and a cover design by 
Samira Airamahi. Although this 
is Basma's first collection, it sig¬ 
nals the arrival of a new liienuy 
genius and raises expectations 
for a new, but mature form of 
snort stories in this region. In his 
preface to the collection, Jabra 
ibrahlm Jabra, an authority on 
both Arabic and foreign litera¬ 
ture, described his first impres¬ 
sions on reading the collection, 
even before making the acouain- 
. tance of the authoress; . 

“Whene ver I come across a 
novel that maintains a grasp on 
me up until its Ml line, I feel as 
though / have found a bonanza; 
f exult in scrutinizing every as -. 
pectof it-,. And if the grasp and . 
scrutiny sustain, then, wdoubt- 
, edfy, [ am before a novelistic ex- 
/wreence— Inviting riot only to 
; the hands and eyes but to the 
j mind as well, even though it may- 
,• wort with it. And it is exhildrat- 
i' W 5° °e, driven along with it w- 
: tU the last shock, in spite of its 
, A®* and revelation. These were 



vouring monster, while the over the place, imputing the oro- 
ckeam world created in the story crastination and delay fn execut- 
is bolh a reassessment of the past ing orders to the Zt tZZel. 
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Basma Ansour 

situations, their developments 
and their outcomes are handled. 
Through such handling, we are 
offered deep insight into the hu¬ 
man nature in general, and indi¬ 
vidual idiosyncrasies in particu¬ 
lar. 

One such example is her story 
Parting, in which a meticulous¬ 
ly-dressed man arrives early at a 
railway station, buys a first-class 
ticket and impatiently awaits the 
arrival of the train, all the time 
emphasizing the importance of 
his travel and its urgency. He re¬ 
mains the only person who does 
not leave on the train when it fi¬ 
nally leaves from the station. 
Ironically, all through the story, 
he pours contempt on the other 
passengers awaiting the arrival 
of the tram, wrangles with them 
and criticizes their behavior. 

pie exposition of characters 
and their attitudes emerges 
imough varying techniques. One 
of these techniques is a 'twofold 
recognition technique, where 
characters undergo experiences 
involving a revelation. Here, the 
reader not only shares the recog¬ 
nition which the character at- 
tiuns, but, by being a detached 
observer, finds a vision beyond 

**¥ Protagonist him¬ 
self, which Ironically evokes 
both tragic and comic feelings, 
JSuch a technique is evident 

' Bndi »8. 

where the reader shares in the 

protagonist's criticism of a radio 

announcer’s absurd talk about 

ftyi.NlW na¬ 
ture, while the noise of the drill- 

’ ,! construction of a new 1 ' 

^^gshakesthe walls ofher 
room. This fa an act.ihat willi* 
timateiy lake up the little spate 
teftr remove the lasttrkes^jf 
- nauiral beauty, and will prevent 
fe^Jro^.^teringthe'room. 
25® recognizes that 

Sbj^wx^tMd 'hW® 

jbe absurd and fri- 
;■ tilemikoniheradio. , 

.Through the use of this iech- 
* B%na opetis bur eyes to 


and an attempt to redeem the'bit- 
ter reality of the present and the 
horrifying future which awaits. 

In this story, Basma reverses 
familiar concepts: Being unable 
to sleep can be interpreted as an 
inability to free oneself from the 
memories of the past, thus the 
story can be read with much 
more depth than a superficial 
first reading. 

The plot involves an old man 
who relives his past youth by at¬ 
tempting to overcome boredom 
by women, friends, and books, 
yet they fail to fulfill his quest. 
While walking the deserted 
streets, he suddenly notices that 
he is being followed, but what 
actually haunts him is his 

IIMlIAIll n«J L!. «... A. 


the cause of that panic. Waves of 
people approached the square, 
intensifying the heat of the 
weather; crowds of eager citi¬ 
zens rushed towards the elec¬ 
tronic guillotine which had been 
invented by a team of foreign ex¬ 
perts, and surrounded it. 

'There's no reason for disor¬ 
der," shouted a voice through 
the loudspeaker at them. "Every 
one of you will have his turn; 
just stand in a row." 

Cowishly they retreated, and 
formed a long file, with their 
eyes fixed on the guillotine. 

A moment of suspension. The 
team of foreign experts sur¬ 
rounded the gallows, made all 
necessary checks; one of them 


A |i- —IUO 

=BS« 5 ts* Ks-isrs 

Man.. _J.l- _ ■■■ ” . “ 


appears as his own, "as though 
watching himself in an ofi 
smashed mirror." ’ 

The story aids with an escap¬ 
ist perspective; he runs as quick¬ 
ly as he can "without daring to 
hint backwards." In other words, 
the old man can neither tolerate 
to meditate on his present and 
future, nor dispense with his 
past. Criteria and concepts are 
reversed: Time, waking, direc¬ 
tions, memories and expecta¬ 
tions all refer to contrary seman¬ 
tic indications. The subconscious 
becomes the consciousness, and 
the conscious becomes the night¬ 
mare. Through this interpreta¬ 
tion, the utle Backwards ac¬ 
quires a new sense and meaning, 
while the old man escapes back¬ 
wards, without daring to concen¬ 
trate, or even lode "forwards." 

The following story, The Gull- 


fringes—with a sterilized piece 
of cotton, and announced that it 
was ready for use. Enthusiasm 
spread among the crowds, and 
they expressed their satisfaction, 
congratulating each other. 

Had it not been for those ex¬ 
perts," said one of the congrega¬ 
tion in excitement, wiping the 
perspiration off his forehead, 
we would never have realized 
that the dreams in our heads 
were the cause!" 

T wish that my turn would 
come soon," said another. "I 
can t bear waiting long." 

Loud applause roared with 
shouts cf gratitude, as the senior 
expert cut the ribbon. Inaugurat¬ 
ing the project. People began to 
proceed towards the guillotine, 
ana the process was very simple’ 
w a designated place for the 
neck, a person puts his head, 



t^^ection appear humprous,;, ^ ^ ^ 

light-hearted, and comic. But W *. tiS^hs^E? our to 
neath tills! deceptive, appearance v “^tical ab-i 

lid* a seriousness; a crfiSSS..^ 5S^?l!LSi l Spropadion with 
, m customs, aftitu^ 

■ All this is given expression SSL 'SS **&?''*&**■' 

• through an artUtfc ’pr^^ori ^ !^^^ 

' that captures tho .S^and ^ 

keeps himiunder a $peU imUl h? »: d 01 ** : •- 

: : j reaches thd vwy W , wOrd of tte,.' 'iSuhSXli Backwards, a 

fM story, in the Section,? 

• •The situations around \vh 


ilft "P Ul ° niue space 

*** I 081 tries. of 1 ' lotine. has. also been taken from 
ftSSy* will prevent ■= . the collection and is one of Bas- 
l^^^.enteringthe^roort. 

25® recognizes that 

[he °f Wle slrxmud 

Jpwj: -ssssss 


■ ^ irouea, , 

^arms no other signs on their 

r faces fay fa desire for salva -'. 

Mthe presence Of others: Men 
' ^ooted the prL 

^ other, ho mo^i; 

■ qnd &hevelled hair. Children ' 


odd the buttons take charge of 

r i tT nng lh f dreams fr’°m it. He 
then receives an officially- 
stamped^ card, certifying fa 
dream-free head. 

ttewrk went 
an, and the authorities provided 
fj pessary facilities; one of 

^ *“* 

. The people returned to their 
, homes, and the square once 
again becSame empty. The S 

tX^^d off the b7- 
• w item 

Vfv? fitefaial ... reward, ■ and 
drove towarfa thejt.fiv^siqr ho- 


°pen. and agitation filled the 
streets. The team of experts ex¬ 
pressed their astonishment; 
news agencies reported that ok 
of the citizens had declined to l 0 . 
cate his head in the guillotine 
and that the dream-free card 
m*m not among his papers, and 
initial investigations showed that 

‘L&SSL had ,he im <* a « 

The Guillotine is one of Bas¬ 
ma s best stories, where we find 
her criticizing the social obses¬ 
sion with the myth of progress. 
The symbolic implications of the 
story are evident, and certain key 
words serve as clues for its sym¬ 
bolism. Recurrent in the text are 
words and phrases such as 
dreams, purge and guillotine. 
One interpretation of the story 
may be the inclination of peo¬ 
ples to accept foreign domina¬ 
tion within their culture, sacri¬ 
ficing national aspirations and 
consequently national identity. 

Such an interpretation is vali¬ 
dated through the connotations 
of words such as guillotine, The 
removal of dreams, and purging; 
the issuing of certificates for 
every dream-free head represents 
a new identity. But Basma 
leaves space for optimism and 
salvation by allowing one citizen 
to abstain from accepting the 
purging of his dreams. This j 
spoils their premeditated plans, 
and when this person dreams, his 
dreams have the impact of a "a 
thunder boll." 

Emancipation from foreign 
domination is, therefore, ren¬ 
dered possible; nevertheless, the 
biUemoss of her criticism is ob¬ 
viously stinging. Acceptance of 
foreign domination ana foreign 
influence is not the consequence 
of external pressures, but a will¬ 
ful surrender, and a conviction 
based on the theory of progress 
which is represented by the elec¬ 
tronic guillotine, brought to the 
country by a team of foreign ex- 
perts on a purely commercial ba¬ 
sis. 

Backwards may be rightly 
classified as among the best of 
contemporary short story collec¬ 
tions both in form and content. It 
incorporates traditional and 
modem themes in an opulent, 
powerful style, treating then 
with exceptional skill. The 
themes of Basma's collection 
y®y» ranging from those of the 
individual, private life, to social 
and political zones. In all of her 
Ston« lies a running criticism of 
beliefs, dogmas, attitudes; and 
responses to violations of ethical 
■ bnd moral Values, 

All of the stories have single' 
..wmd titles that direet tbe reader, 
while at the same time blindfold- 

' tS, S ton.seeliig, the truth. 
The titles of the stones simulta- 
neously reveal arid conceal their 
objectives; their oracle, the title, 

■. ds through to the end. 

■ Up?e this prophecy has come 
,The story Is completed, 

1 . only then, lilce Oedipiis, do we 
, realiZe thc refl meaning deiio(ed 


nnaj story- in the collection^ 7 }■ 

• The situations arouiid "whlch 1 -"^^ reflected end . and .dishevelled'hair • , .,_ 
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Seminaire 


Jordanie, le solaire 
sinon rien 


A ctefaut de possdder des ressources en petrole, le royaume 
utilise le solaire. Une solution d'avenir, concluent les spd- 
cialistes du sdminaire sur les Energies renouvelables, qui 
ferme ses portes aujourd'hui 


>7;i c 11 - 


fi- 

trole mais elle a des iddes. Le pd- 
trole? "Nous n'avons pas de res¬ 
sources, nous 1'importons h 
100%" affirme Malek Kabariti 
chargd de la question des ener¬ 
gies renouvelables & la Royal Sci¬ 
entific Society(RSS), et organisa- 
teur du seminaire sur leur 
commercialisation 7-16 avril au 
Centre Culturel Royal). Les 
iddes: "Nous avons 320 jours de 
aoleil par an, I'dncrgie solaire 
peui representor une solution in- 
teressante pour le royaume". 


ai vi VJfMi HTO 


les esprits des scicntifiques jorda- 
niens... ct allemands. 

En 1976,1c tout premier projct 
rdunlt les deux pays. 11 s'agit 
d'utiliser 1'encrgio solaire pour la 
desalinisation de 1'eau h Aqaba. 
Depuis, ils travaillent en filroite 
cooperation. En 1982, la RSS 
publie une etude de marche qui 
aboutit k ces conclusions: utiliser 
le soleil et le vent en tanl 
qu'dnergies peut-fitre rentable 
^our le chaufiage de 1'eau domes- 
tique el industrial, le pompage de 
leau, et reiectrificabon des vil- 
laees. 


La premUre maison chauffie h Nnergle solaire 


Btape sulvante: en 1983, la 
RSS erde un departement .de Ve- 
cherches specialise dans les ener¬ 
gies renouvelables. Ses resultats 
re mesurent aujourd'hui sur le la¬ 


tent notre technologle. En fait, 
cette cooperation, e'est un intdrSt 
mutuel h la base" affirme le pro- 
fesseur Werner . Gocht, de 
rUnivasite de Aachen en Allo- 
magne. Son diagnostic: "Dans les 
ann fes qui viennent, la Jordanie 
ne pourra pas se con ten ter des €n- 




rrr. v 1 ■ • i ■- : i -.-j - mu j 


unites denergie solaire consa- 
ctees au chaufiage de I'eau(18 h 
20% des habitations), plus de 16 
pour le pompage de reau. Plus de 
cinq stations captent l'energie du 
vent pour produire de l'dlectricite. 


Iutdrlt mutuel 


^•Au sdminaire, qui a rassembid 
250; cohfdroncias, . dont .165 
etrangers,' les Allemands out af-: 
firme :leur force dans cep dor 
“aines. Leurp . technjciens et 
chercheura participent k t differ- 
ente programmes de. be type k 
Uaver8, le moode: au Maroc, au 
Brdsil, en Indondsie... ^Nqtre in- 
terftt dans, ces projets ne se prd- 
aetiip .pas; soup ia forinb, dime. 
vole k iinidubi En Jqrdpnie, 
ppqp appremms'beaitooup' car lep; 

tiiT'pddr. 
rdb' ces bogles soni: 
rewtiw. Qes ; e^pdrienc^ affec-. 


ci devront iouer avoir leur place 
‘dans la pafette des energies qui 
serontutflisdes". 

Le professeur Horst Selzef, 
, prdsident dela Socidld allemande 
pour I'Energie solaire{700 mem- 
brea), insists sur la ndcessild ab- 
solue de ce type.d'dnergi^. Pour, 
lui, le probltane nutfbur vient de 
la combustion d'dnergies fossiles 




la combustion d'dnergies fossiles 
: qui produit du: dibxyde de car- 
bode; Un phdnpip^ne, qui, sll 
; n'dst pas contrftld peut entratoer 
des changefnents ! 'bUmatigUes 
■ considdrabfe:. "Cette annde adjA 
avec les orages qui re sont apat- 
tiis sur le Moyen-OnenL, nous 
avons eu les premiers. sipieS de 
ces. motfrfiettions". . n ajoute: 
*Cest une 'questitm de. vie pbur, 
: les. gdndrationS,futures"., Pour -le; 
Moyoi'Orienl, ces chahj^ents 

• ftire fifist^i qwti on- Patti 


dnergles renouv 
. forts devront dtre foumis dans les 
mdmes proportions pa? les pays 
ddvelqppds et par ; les jiays. qui 
! Tiers-monde , Sinon? "ceia peut 
! indulre. des: migration^ impor- 
i. tames”, • affirme. le . professeur 
Selzer. II tempore _ aussitot ses 
1 propos: "C'est.desorintosunedvi- 
.. dence; pour les . sctentifiqups, 

, ratmosphere ya 'cdnnaltie des 
. ■ bhahgoments, imaislls ne peuvent 
pas encore, en mesurer toutes les 
cbnsdquencds".' ''. 

; Apres le sdminaire, la Royal 
Scientific; Society va publier un 
• rapport epneen^nt la. commer- 
•i ciausation 1 de ces energies nou- 
L velles. "U n'y a pad de marend fa- 
voraWe. c'est valable pour tous 
/ les pay& affirme le ' professeur 
. Ctoch^ tious avon s enedire & exjn- 


at de provoqutr des "baiSs- V vambre - ' lotf i-?lnvdfiUriscurir /' de 
P'prdcipitetio^^;'DC quqf -'T^enirde.cqs %rgles-r* : ; 
‘quantl''on ; Nii ;;''I 
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l'importance do 

l'approvisionneincnt en eau pour 
la region. ‘v 

Les calculs du professeur Sfilz- 
er sont simples: dans les clnr 



"Welcome and blenvenue" clameit Mickey du balcon d'un 
cMteau, tundi, lore de Vouverture d'EuroDisneyland dans la 
rigion parisienne. Ce pare d'attraction, dont la construction 
a duri cinq longues annies a codtd 4 milliards de dollars. 
EuroDisneyJand attend 11 millions de vislteurs par an. 


RAPATRIES - Le ministre du travail veut en tamer des ndgocia- 
tions avee Ic Kowoit sur la question des rapatrids. "Ces demiers, 
386.000, ont contribud k la construction du Xoweit pendant qua- 
tre ddcennles, avant de subir des expulsions en masse, sans au- 
cuno justification Idgale", a ddclard samedi Abdul Karim Al Kab¬ 
ariti. "Le gouvcmemehl koweltien a viold tous ses engagements 
en matidre de droits de lhomme et de principes Jmcmalionaux 
concemant le traitement de la main d'ceuvre dtrangfcre 1 ' a ajoutd le 
ministre. 


SANTE • Les prix des medicaments vont Sire standardises dans 
toutes les pharmacies et drugstores k partir du 25 avril, a annoned 
Aref Al Batalneh, le ministre de la Santd. Cette mesure a pour but 
de faire balsser les prix des produits imporlds de 1'dtranger, dont 
les mddicamenls utilises pour des traitements I long terme. 


HASS AN - B fau(!utilisa les technologies du futur au service de 
1'dtude du .passd! Telle dtait la substance de l'intervention du 
Prince hdiitier Hassah, dimanche, lo,rs de rouverture & Irbid 
(JUST), de la ctnquldme Conference Internationale sur l*Histoire 
et-i'Arehdoiogie en Jordanie. Celle-ci accuelllait 150 chercheurs, 
de difiTdrente8 nationalitds, qui pour la plupart ont ddj& tiavailld 
sur des sites jordanlens. ■ • ' 


PROOFS -'16 coridamnds et 32 acqulttds dans l'affairo de:la Pd- * 
Ira Bank dont le mocks s'est tenu la semalne demi&re. L'ex-patron 
IrakiOn, Ahmad Chalabi a did ddclard-coupable de ddtotirhement. 


Ghalabi a dtd ddclard- coupable de ddtoumement. 
de fonds, fraude fiscale et abus de confiance. II.a dtd condamnd k. 
35 ans de prison et h payer 46 millions de dollars'd'amende. Stl 
est extradd vers la'Jordanie il devra accomplir 22 ans de travaux 
foreds. PlUi.:turs membres de sa famille et des aditiinistratifs out 
dgalementdtdcdndamnds. ;. 


is de prison et k payer 46 millions de dollars'd'amende. Sfl 
tirade vers la'Jordanie il devra accomplir 22 ans de travaux. 


EUROPE - La Coriimissioii de la communautd curopdenne vient , 
de ddcider ; ;une nouvelle aide d'urgence fc la Jpi Janie: 90,000. 
Ecus(76.100 JD) pout '.'Intemational Refugee Year Trust", une; 
organisation anglaJse qui doit mettre en plaqe d'un pndgramine de 
Santdtouchani les rapatrids. Cette mission consisted foumir deux 
"ctiniques mobiles" avec leura staffs techniques etmddlcdirx. De- 
puis le ddbui de ia Crise du Golfe en aofit 1990, Taide europdenne, 
du Moyen-Oriemestde 870 millions d'Ecus. , : i : 


1 VOIR... 
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Zoom 


L'ADC plaide la cause arabe 

L'antenne locale du comity americano-arabe a idcemment fait front contrc 
l'octroi de credits amdricains & Israel. A la fin du mois, elle participc it la 
neuvifeme convention gdndrale de l'organisation it Washington 
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AU COUCHER du solcil, de la H—,, . ■--^ 

terrasse, on apergoit les lumjferes !r-Vs 1 /-, jfl 

ae Jdricho, de Jdrusafem, de ce ■ "i V'-'v) J'=i. V |P 

gays^ii noijs volt. Le voj 

^SISSlp!? ^ quitter son pays 

assu f er & salami IleYe •. ' ^ 

chiiccie frangais. ^ ^ ' 

Mais la richesse n'cst pas une .. . \ . 

nn^en^SDi. ILe^choix. du silc do 

m&ne son combat en faveur°de 

cide d'agir.’ n nc veut plus rcvoir 

dans ses mauvais rfives le massa. 

ere des camps palesiiniens de Nidal Soukhtian: "Us Amtricalns d4t*rmi»m 

Sabra et Chaiiia pcip&rf par des • term " ,cn * notrefutur et ceJui de nos ertfanis" 

membres de mibces chrdtiennes du M °yen Orient- et no»r w k lllB . ,. , „ 

hbanaises. Grice k la complai- ' L’antenne d’Amman est deve- 6 s ellacnnvipm Si? SCSI P x * Uouvaicm mjjwnivaj 
sanws de 1 amide isradlienne qui nue en 1991 le bureau rational ’ convient Payment. pays du Golfe ct on 

assi^geait atom ces camps." J'ai d'ADC pour tout le Moyen- p.,,cnJordank flprfei U \ 
atom compris beaucoup de chos- Orient. II existe deux aulres sec- ^“'pe de volonfalres « nmnde voutaii tru 
es, en partreulicr que fAmdrique tions, k Jerusalem ct au KoweiL 1 *u t i nous sur ,H I*** du 

SJJ? f ° rce 111 ta du* Importante ADC-Amman a 616 ci 66 oour ,? d ® nS J cntre,csdci,xc <>* f 1 ” np^wder nt 

demfere Israel et que sans ce sou- aider el soutenir tea revehdS^ 1 sagil esscmiellemcm Lcs du AI 

tien Israel retrouverait sa dimen- tions arabes sur Ic clan inJu^f 3 *\?i ian 8 cs d'informailons et S0 ?, 1 diverse*: tugiii 

sion naturelle ".11 qjoute: "j'ai . Uonal. cSSuS^^S' 3 ,ddcs ’ Washington Informc coUoqucs de marcti 

done voidu dtudicr la fayon dont dal Soukhtian e cci^£m N » ^ mman do M 9 ui so passe aux P 1 * ntai, n w«i U 

Am&icains perg^vent le indis^bb ri,. rnSP ^" 1 Elals -^ Amman £ I . Com " ,e «»e dc ffv 

problftme palestlnien, . el jn- cain^L^r 5 m * n ~ Washington lcs difftoies^ fi 9fi? cw “«» 

fluenccr leurs ; decisions poli- .SL LADC366011 d filre cn re- tions arabes & Z 3 ^ qM f’ HnuCBda par !« 1 
tiquesconcemant leconflitisralL pcrmanCTte avec ses ra- planlcSai ^ 1(5 daprt* des dwins p 

Icharabe ADC 6 iait h cette ™ . P“ ^ meQteure LaStrice de . ft P* anuWcaiAi 

dpoque le seul ohoix. h la fois ■ u M -*■• 

disponible ei idfial. Dfts que 
1 occasion s'est pr&enige, j'ai 
cree une ahtenne locale h Am¬ 
man . • 


...- - — ” viucucuiicy 

hbanaises. Grice k la complai¬ 
sance de I'armde isradlienne qui 
assiegeait alors ces camps." J'ai 
alora compris beaucoup de chos- 
es t en particulicr que rAmdrique 
cat la force la plus Importante 
demere Israel et que sans ce sou- 
tien Israel retrouverait sa dimen¬ 
sion nauirelle". II aioute: "J'ai 


Lantenne d'Amman est deve- 6 s dbcanvle.ni scsl ,|?** Uouvatcni DujKUuvam tLuh tl< 
nue en 1991 le bureau regional ’ ” Patfaltemcm . pays du Chilfi? ct mu ild revm 

d'ADC pour tout le Moyen- n n u 4 , Cn J 0rdanlc ajirts I 4 goerre. Ttn 

OrienL n existe deux autres sec- ■ ** d volo,,talr « ce mnmlc voulaii (ra* mllcr avf 
tions, i Jdrusalem ct au KoweiL . , J® 1 * sur ™ h?W du vnlomaru 

ADC-Amman a 616 ci 66 oour If* ^entreJcsdeuxeo- f•« pour aider mure vjuvt 

aider et soutenir lcs revenS r CSSOnlicllcmcnl ™ du AIK 4 Amuw 

tions arabes sur le plan interna SiS® 0 ®®!.. d mronnailons et 5 ??. diverse*: argumwutHi d 

Uonal. C'esl 6 gafemem selon Nl’ 1^’ Washington informo S , 04 ?? 5 / * march** ptnif l 

dal Soukhtian le cmnWmont Amman^^do ce qui so passe aux £ * nt ai* aus.il d'cxjhbiiinn 

indispensable du CoS^amfii ? 1 wThP 1 ** 9, Wlque ft rl? Wvr 5 f d*/n»c 

cain. "L'ADC se doit d'fiue mIS-’ . 21? ngl £ Ics diff ^nu» quos- nuS? ™ ^ Koy- ** 

SETiSl* 1 s2r 10 

cines pour une me Qleure SSmce da iw^ V ft ^ m6rkate! « cZ 

-.« oirecmce de lantenne lo- dienne, tfuuenne d'Amman im! 

egaJeraem let jouroaliiif,t A 
Wage to, h^lDepui 

3 ® volonuire * ! 

entrepru ifc iraduim a 


., Droits dps clfoyens arabes 

•. ADC., TYois lettreg poilf lutter 
centre la o discrimination sous 
rentes ses fonqei.-Qtat'uA s 6 na- 
^dr, ;: am 6 ricam d'oHgine liba- •' 

. naise. Jamqs. Abou RaL diii en 

■ i 9 n>?nr S’ } e r , Am « ri <»n-Arab 
■■ . A? i ! 'Si ? :ri ^. iT ^ aUo0 , Commit. , 
^.Objectifidgfendre lesdroiia 

des oitoyens ammcains d'origine 
an*e et promouvoir leur riche 
h&itoge cuitoel. Le C 6 rpit 6 , | 
dont le siege se tfpuve k Wash-> 

; Jngton, rassemble peu i peu des - 
;• Amedcains d’origines (Uvwaes. 

» ro h ^. comp “^;> 
j.ADC , s'efforce 6 galem 6 nt de J , 

■ disouter les dfeistops . duSgc^ 1 

rvemepient arodricaiq'eh ■■. 

•i-df politique; 6 tr$hg 6 re ct pubUe 

de ¥hofijme 

j.Territpiressx^upds.'i^jCom^.' ? 

$ trevcTSwsac^^' 

surla minonl flrnlw « 1 aA' ; 'C‘'O' tWu'.i’hC. : 



Ift^omrpB contre Voctroljt 
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if cn ^dw* n «l«iirtnicnt* 
au conuEd amfrioUn. Dc 
" fa *. ADC-Amman “ 
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Le Petit PHnc,: 

U. A AINSI vdcuscuiJ 
lyrsonncftquiparfevfS 
Nt*nu* n| dcsqSSJj: 
uu es reluhvesauxB/igl 
ik' la Muisoncidcssi^ 

Pie en Diaspora. IlS 
“^uicnnnts tj 
demandaU consciT^ 

iiiwnBixninlnnS 
inexincuhlc lui fffi 
aut. lldiaitrAluitaunfo 
il rfpoiidau 
muue mix questions 
l**siii. Jnsqu'a I'actot 
sou Antonov danslcdla 
»lu Suhani. 

Alms iiiill dtarlphut^ 
iju'un naufragfi jutbh 
tleau au milieu de reds 
ite sable, il a fah in rtt 
1-c Petit Prince a volte, 
lern. La consecration & 
nrfme. Au lien * 
rculisemcnt, I’Enfam dc fa 
Tcrrc-Sainte resargit a 
"Survivor" fini. 

Que lui a demand b 
vilie dc son rtvc?Ouel,i 
t il rfponiJu? Avau-fl te. 
Miin tie lui faiie plusdli 
iV.vsin a fin d'obtcnkaat 
rifai ftk*n bun enbin? 

t 'uk’e dc ikssiKT a 
nHwhm n'a ccrtaiima 
j«s traverse 1 ‘csprit dese? 
lVtii IVincc. Car In satd- 
fires dc ses cnfiftsl 
rintfficur, ont ddpassta; 
ntmibre, Ics offrandai 
toutc* Ics croj'annsdse 
ireplanitc. 

Mois il s'esi cointetf 
jW la question sur k|» 
quoi ik: cc rendw-xi 
, avcv » Villc Sait* a' 
idem milieu duiKtttLfr 
u nkiimlre des rfcdf»* : 
cs il dc? rcniaiiwdow* ' 
Ikes -- let ww dffw 
dins 1 c cockpit «b 
ninwet. Owtfe me 4 
mfAic dc rtiour dW-H 
vilk de five. 

Ijc minxrtc per 0 ® 
knee. Ccta lui * awtfj ■- 
dauie confinad le pa® * : 
xa mission d'wsflp J ,. 
rtoantion difficile, fioojj •: 
de I'dpart de son ng j 
mail de la MoioaJJ. 
tfetrc i nouwau wgj- 
vixu avec 
L'Htoire dont 1« 
trameniparcieipwBJJ 
unc dlficuW »F 

^Lfcxkkwbwi#? 

un naufrage datf toff! 

bittfare de nW’ _ 
Prewr. Cm Wj 
une c 



Interview de Monique Landry 

Le Canada promet une 
hausse de I'aide a la Jordanie 

Le ministre des relations extSrieures canadien a annonefi cette semaine h 
Amman une hausse ,, substantieUe M des cr6dits a la Jordanie. Avant de 
soutenir le royaume lors de la Conference sur les r6fugies <1 Ottawa le mois prochain 


mm n'est ia 


Le Jourdain: Lors de la rd- 
cente vlsite du roi Hussein au 
Canada, votre Premier mini¬ 
stre, Brian Mulroney a promis 
d’augmenter I'aide § la Jorda¬ 
nie. Allez-vous tenlr sa parole? 
Monique Landry: Le Canada a 
ses propres probifemes finan¬ 
ciers, les budgets d'aide augmen- 
tant moins qu'on le souhaiterait. 
Mais j'ai quand mSme indiqufe 
aux diffdrents ministres jordani- 
5 ns que le Canada allait aug- 
menter sa cooperation avec le 
royaume. 11 y a d 6 j& eu des pro¬ 
grammes trfes spdeiaux, dont lc 
paquet mis en place aprfes la 
guerre du Golfe. Maintcriant Ton 
parlc d'un programme rdgulier, 
qui prgvoit unc augmentation de 
Paide. Ceci devrait dfimontrer lc 
fait que nous voulons coopdrer 
de fagon plus intense avec la Jor- 
danie.(NDLR: Lcs contributions 
canadiennes k la Jordanie ne ccs- 
sent de crottrc depuis 1986. 
Celle qui a suivi la guerre du 
Golfe est de 22,5 millions de 
dollars). 

LJ: Pour I’avenir, peut-on 
avancer une somme. Des ac¬ 
cords ont-ils d£j& 6 t 6 signds? 
Monique Landry: Pas encore. 
Avec le ministre du Plan, Ziad 
Fariz, nous avons discutd des 
<tyj)es de programmation, nous 
! avons 6 voqu 6 les scctcurs 
• j d'intdrfit communs que nous pou- 
yions supporter. J'ai dgalement 
indiqud au ministre que nous al¬ 
iens envoyer unc d616gaUon .de 
fonctionnaircs trfes blcntflt dc 
fagon k pouvoir co nerd User nos 
discussions, Une personne dc 
: I'Agence canadienne de d 6 vc- 
loppement international, l'ACDI, 
sera pr 6 sonto k plgin temps au 
minlstfere du Plan k partir dc 
l' 6 t 6 . Jc crois que ce sont des 
stales claim qui montrent que le 

- Canada veut participer active- 
•• 'ment au dfeveloppoment de la 
.Jordanie. 

LJ: Vous prdvoyez une faausse 
, Importante de I'aide? 

Monique Landry: Assez sub- 
• r .stantiejle. Nous avons par !6 avee 
; le ministre du Plan de continuer 
/. a,.soutenir la balance des pale - 1 
ments dtas lc cadre du pro- 

- gramme d'ajustement struciurel. 
.’“fi la Banque Mondiale. Le volet 
social devrait prendre une cer- 

"nlne: importance. 11 s'aglt. 

uappuyeT deg programmes pour 
ft aider les populations. 11 y a une . 
vpkwto de La part de mon gou- • 
V^nernem de supporter les ac-. 
tions des; ONG canadiennes qui 
Wennent Jci en mission.; L'appul 
S'f u s ec tfeur priv 6 est aussi impor- 
gnt, notamment dans le domaine ; 
gs transfens de technologies. 
’N° us avons de grandes ambi- 


te • . 

atmeoeath 
let 
tie do 


f^rum 


^tjbnSj U g'agit majitenartt de les 
foonerdtisqr. .' v. -' 

iJt Qlhl rat i votre avis k 
■ojetTej 


plus Important? 



' : , ^ |mmm 

Telephone ft * :l< ■ 


aid 6 dans le domaine dcs rfefu- 
gi 6 s... 

LJ: La transition est facile 
avec la Conference sur les r 6 f- 
ugtes du mois prochain k Otta- 
wa(13-15 roai). Le Canada dl- 
ri^e une commission sur le 
sujet qui a 6 t 6 cr 66 e k Moscou. 
Qui va participer k cette reun¬ 
ion? 

Monique Landry: Tous les 
pays qui ont participd aux n 6 go- 
ciations bilatoralcs et multilai 6 - 
ralcs, je pense qu'il est important 
que tous les partenaires soieni lb. 
C'csl un honneur pour le Canada 
d'acceplcr cette mission trfes im¬ 


portant. Nous savons trfes bicn 
que Ic problfemc des r 6 fugi 6 s est 
un problfemc majeur pour la r 6 - 

S ion. Lc Canada va jouer le rflle 
c catalyscur pour aider les 
partenaires k dialogues Actuclle- 
ment nous faisons une toumfee 
pour dfefinir Vagcnda de la reun¬ 
ion. Nous essaycrons d'assumer 
nos rcsponsabililfes avec lc plus 
grand sferieux. Et nous espdrons 
que lcs partenaires irouvcronl 
des solutions. 

LJ: Les Palesiiniens de la di¬ 
aspora vont-Us participer k la 
Conference? 

Monique Landry: Vous le sa- 


vcz bicn, cc sont lcs co-parrains 
qui vonL dfecider... 

LJ: Souhaitez-vous leur pre¬ 
sence? Pouvez-vous r 6 pondre 
par oui ou par non? 

Monique Landry: Je ne prfelferc 
pas. Noire rfile ne sc limile pas k 
porter un jugement de ce type. 
Actucllement, les co-parrains dc 
la Conf 6 icnce ont des discus¬ 
sions avec lcs principaux parte¬ 
naires pour s'assurer qu'ils scront 
presents et participeront k la 
Confdrcncc. 

L.J: Depuis plusleurs mois, la 
Jordanie lance un appel k 
I'aide Internationale pour ab¬ 
sorber ses 386.000 rapatrlfes du 
Golfe. Cette conference sera 
bien sQr le lieu id 6 al pour 6 vo- 
quer la question? 

Monique Landry: Je suis con- 
scientc que la Jordanie assume 
une responsabilito trfes grande 
dans le domaine des rfefugifes et 
des iwatrids. Nous n'avons pas 
dc solution miracle, mais nous 
espdrons que le dialogue permet- 
tra dc trouver des solutions au 
problfeme des rdfugifes dans loute 
la region. Cest une question qui 


devra sc rdglcr si I'on veut Cue 
capable dc rdgler Ic jroblfemc dc 
la paix dans la au Moyen-Oricnt. 

LJ: Certains reprochent aux 
Amferkains de voulolr Imposer 
"leur palx" dans la region. 
Trouvez-vous ces rfeactions ex¬ 
cess! ves? 

Monique Landry: Au d 6 pait, il 
faut admettre que ce sont les 
Etats-Unis qui ont fait le gros ef¬ 
fort pour reunir les partenaires, 
que sans les Etats-Unis, il n'y au- 
raii pas dc Conf 6 rence de paix. 
La Russie a quand mfime 6 t 6 co- 
parrain. Cela ddmonlrc que les 
deux anciens blocs souhaitaient 
cette Confdrence. Quant k nous, 
nous sommes reconnus comme 
des gens pacifiques, nous avons 
toujours joud un r61e trfes impor¬ 
tant dans toutes lcs missions de 
paix dans lc mondc, Notre r61e 
est trfes ddfini ct compldmcntaiic 
par rapport k ce que d'autres 
pays peuvent faire. Jc me sens 
trfes k 1 'aisc dans le r61c que lc 
Canada joue, lc Canada a tou¬ 
jours eu sa place, il est trfes credi¬ 
ble. ■ 

Propos recuelllls par FJVf. 
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An ominous development 

THE IMPOSITION of sanctions on Libya is yet another ominous sign 
that the Arab world is being penalized and targeted by the proponents of 
the new world order. The Arab people have again been reminded that 
their aspirations and dreams for freedom and justice will be crushed bv 
the dominant world powers. 3 

This systematic confiscation of the aspirations of the Arab people can 
only further the conditions of restlessness and instability in this region. 
We cannot help but wonder whether anyone will actually benefit from 
tjus continuous destabilization, which has pushed the Arab people to the 
limits of desperation and hopelessness. F 

And when we witness this .swift, weU-coordinated, and unrelenting in¬ 
sistence on enforcing Security Council resolutions taken less than a 
month ago, we cannot help but ask about the numerous Security Council 

* at ]!^ e for Israel's withdrawal from the occupied 
Arab territories. Why isn't the world so adamant and so insistent and un¬ 
relenting when it comes to implementing these resolutions? 

It is quite evident that Israel is still being treated as the spoiled child of 

X* 5 *™' A 5“ b Power is being systematically destroyed or curtailed, 
whereas Israel Is allowed to have a free hand in the accumulation of 
weapons of mass destruction. Israel's usurpation of Arab land by the con- 

Wmr U rh t 2tl Stn S i ?* ° f setdements is stU1 not being checked -- nor is it 

“*■"* intent upon punishin 8 

^j 111 ^ iew ^ imposition of sanctions against Libya 
with the blessings and endorsement of the Security Councilmdte apnre- 

^ «*UV«c development isdll otUy open^Sas 

UnW deten ° ration between Libya and the westem^oumrie^ 

^ pR!V ^ S a r d unless rcason “*• over, we can see that 
JS “**°ntatlonwiU only escalate into, a military entanglement that 

tftfewoM^° rc tanooemcasualties ®4 iortherinstability™this pan 

J* j? “terefore the responsibility of the world community to see that 
^ ® y ^ maCc des ^ biUza tion of the Arabworld is immediately brought 
jo a hilt, and that the resolutions of the Security Council are ™iih» T 

n ° r , abuSedb y W powerthat mightonly 
: '^rregjw^pwra^stablUty! ,Vn 'l ntB ' B8ls ’ e8 P e ‘ ! te* 1 y atthc expense & 

' hoped thaf this ominous development of the past few 

of UN resolurionsagainst Libya, will not 
te permmed to deteriorate ‘any further, also how ro avoid anvS 


Privatization: Egypt's 
economic turning point? 


By Riad A1 Khouri 
Special to The Star 

PAST WEEKS have seen an acceleration 
of privatization in Egypt to-the point 
where it is now being taken very seriously. 
IMF reform, supported by the world finan¬ 
cial community, is finally affecting Egypt 
and could also set a regional precedent, 
particularly with growing competition for 
private capital, bigger claims on less for¬ 
eign aid, and the emergence of trade blocs. 

The reform program aims at enhancing 
the supply responsiveness of the economy, 
while alleviating infladon and foreign ex¬ 
change pressure. Accordingly, the program 
combines structural policies with suppor¬ 
tive demand management. 

Reform has already brought results, the 
most important being a reduction in inter¬ 
nal and external financial imbalances. The 
inflation rate for the past fiscal year was 
20.7 per cent (down from 21.4 per cent) 
and the transactions account of the balance 
of payments showed a healthy $1.4 billion 
surplus. These and many other positive in¬ 
dicators show that Egypt is turning the cor¬ 
ner economically, and serve to provide a 
foundation for the implementation of struc¬ 
tural change. 

To launch this, Egypt has started the pro¬ 
cess of bringing private capital into hun¬ 
dreds of state-owned enterprises, though it 
may be a while before concrete results 
emerge. The equialent of $45 billion or 
state assets will be up for sale, although 
whether the public sector can attract pri¬ 
vate investors to commit funds to revitaliz¬ 
ing companies remains to be seen. 

The basic strategy of reform is to sell off 
assets owned by regional authorities and 
then restructure the public sector so that 
commercial holding companies would own 
groups of firms. These would be allowed 
to raise capital from private sources. The 
sale of units owned by regional authorities 
has been happening for over a year, and 
further progress awaits the development of 
a functioning capital market for such enti- 
ties. New capital market legislation is due 
soon and aims to stimulate stock exchange 
activity and underpin reforms. The law 
provides tax incentives for investment in 
corporate bonds and equities. 

For the public sector as a whole, a new 
Enterprise Sector LAw was passed less 
than a year ago. The 26 holding companies 
that will oversee this sector will corre¬ 
spond to the general organizations which 
used to control public sector firms under 
• ■ government supervision. 

Ihtially, the donor community grew frus¬ 
trate at the lack of progress following the- 
' passing of the new law, but recent moves 
have seen the "appointment of sharehold- 

■ S ^ inefficlent P ub,ic «*tor, 

. -The government has named hundreds of 

^ unionists and others 
from both die public and private sectors to 
. ,:^ni the general assemblies of holding 
; cwnpanies to reform public sector firms, 

•^.^Mwill leaUy ^“aHe £e 

810 supposed to serve 
. the same function as shareholders in a pri- 
valecompany. but the: government hasfi- 
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nal authority over them. To create a baJ 
ance among different groups, the state k 
tried to choose people representing a wide 
range of views. The government is also 
approving management boards to run Die 
holding companies on a day-to-day basil 
Egypt’s private business is delighted bv 
the assemblies 1 make-up and feels the gov. ! 
eminent is serious. But the trade unloot, 
which have tried but failed to stem the 
flow of free market policies, are less than 
happy. 

Nevertheless, these developments imfi. 
cate that things are on the move. The ap¬ 
proach to privatization has been in keep¬ 
ing with a policy of gradualism. With the 
first phase of economic reforms now com- 
pleted, the second phase is starting slowly. 

Through it has been suggested that the 
government is procrastinating, gradualism 
is dictated by a desire to make the transi¬ 
tion to a market economy without social 
and political upheaval. (The example of 
some East European states, which moved 
too fast economically and have paid the 
price in terms of severe rates of inflation 
and unemployment, is being cited.). 

Egypt is having to grapple with various 
problems. Unemployment is becoming an 
issue and the authorities are determined to 
avoid sudden moves that might provokes 
violent backlash, particularly from the 
trade unions as well as fundamentalist 
CThcre is a tacit commitment to keep state- 
owned enterprises going, however dim 
their finances, as well as an explicit 
pledge not to allow any bank to fail). On 
the other hand, industry fears the easing of 
import restrictions (particularly in the tor¬ 
tile sector) although this is a key element 
in the reform process. 

Egypt has reaped international support 
since the Gulf War, when its alliance with 
the coalition resulted in its being forgiven 
a massive chunk of debt. The IMF and 
World Bonk look favorably on these latest 
moves to develop a market based econo¬ 
my. But accepting their demands in order 
to gain international assistance will bring 
increased austerity measures to a counuy 
where austerity has become a way of life 
for too many. 

However, underlying economic trends 
may come to the rescue. Hie economy is 
set to grow by about 3.2 per cent in 1992, 
according to a World Bank forecast. This 
compares with 1.3 per cent in 1991 and 
2.4 per cent in 1990. The tourism and oil 
sectors are booming, with the latter bring¬ 
ing in around $2 billion in hard currency 
last year. Regional economic relations are 
expanding, and, perhaps most significant¬ 
ly of all in the long term, the population 
Increase is slowing; UN figures put ibe 
latest annual growth rate at 2 JS per cent, 
down from 2.8 per cent a few years ago. if 
such trends continue, many of Egypt's pro; 
blemss could be eased, easing adjustment 
and privatization. .. 

' .. Egypt's moves to privatize are the start 
.of serious structural' reform; Favourable 
' economic trends give this good chances of 
success, but change must be gradual to 
keep the Ud bn social problems interact^ 
with fundamentalism. B ^ . 

Riad Al Khouri is an economic consujr 
tant and b director of Middle East Bufr 
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BURIED IN the small Muslim 
cemetery in Granada in Spain is 
Muhammad Asad, one of the 
most prominent Muslim thinkers 
of the twentieth century. His life 
was one of great adventure, 
whether as a teenage soldier in 
the Austrian army or as a young 
journalist in Berlin in the Twen¬ 
ties. His travels in the Middle 
East far surpassed the ventures 
of Burton and Doughty in their 
range and in their close involve¬ 
ment with the peoples and cul¬ 
tures of the region. 

Asad was Pakistan's ambassa¬ 
dor at the United Nations in the 
early Fifties, and the confidant 
of many major Muslim figures: 
King Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud, the 
founder of Saudi Arabia, and his 
son King Faisal; Omar Mukhtar, 
the Libyan mujahid who rebelled 
against the Italian occupation; 
and Mohammad Iqbal, the great 
Pakistani poet and philosopher. 
Yet in February this year, Asad 
died aged 92, m near obscurity. 
News of his death filtered out 
only weeks later, but lefi a pro¬ 
found sense of loss among his 
many admirers. 

Bom Leopold Weiss ih 1900 
in Lwow, Galicia — now in Po¬ 
land but then part of the Austrian 
Empire, he was the son of a Jew¬ 
ish barrister and grandson of an 
Orthodox rabbi. At 14 he joined 
the Austrian army by lying about 
his age and name, only to be 
traced by his father. Four years 
later he was drafted but within a 
few weeks revolution broke out, 
the Austrian Empire collapsed, 
and the war was over. 

He studied the history of art 
and philosophy in Vienna then 
went to Prague and later Berlin, 
where he was involved with the 
intellectual circle centered on the 
old Cafe dcs Westons. His break 
in journalism came in 1921 
when he charmed Madame 
Gorky (then on a secret visit to 
Berlin) into giving him a scoop 
about the Russian famine for 
which he won promotion at the 
United Tclograpn news agency. 

Invited to Jerusalem by his un¬ 
cle, Dorian Weiss, ho left that 
year for a ioumey to the Middle 
Bast which was to change his 
life. In Jerusalem he encountered 
t|ie Zionist Action Committee, 
but conceived a strong objection 
to Zionism — an objection 
which he personally conveyed to 
Dr Chaim Weizmann, the leader 
of the Zionist movement. At the 
same time he became a special 
correspondent for Frankfurter 
Zeltung, making a name for him¬ 
self with his dispatches from 
Palestine. 

. He travelled extensively in the 
Mashreq and Maghreb and 
Transjordan, where he befriend¬ 
ed the Emir. He briefly returned 
to Eurppe, then left for his sec- 
ondjoumey to the Middle East 
in 1924. In Cairo he met Islamist 
thinker, Mustafa AI-Maraghi, a 
pupil of the great Egyptian re¬ 
former Mohammed Abduh, and 
attended Arabic classes at Al 
Azhar University. i 

In 1926 he converted to Islam, 
together with his first wife Elsa; 

; He lived in Arabia for nearly six 
' years and, after - Elsa's death, 
parried a local Arab ; woman 
who bore him his only child — 

800. It Was only'in the late 1930s 
rtijiat he discovered that his par- , 
epts had died in a Nazi concen¬ 
tration camp. :.\ .>■ 

V i Arad thcii travelled, to-British . 
fati* and befriended Iqbal.-; the, : 
spiritual foterof; the idea pf ;a:■ 
fspparaiio Pakistan, whom he 
njfod greatly;/^* p^jfon tindi; 


Obituary: Muhammad Asad 


Muslim intellectual die 


in relative obscurity 


independence 
in 1947 Asad 
was appointed 
Head of the 
Middle East 
Division at the 
Foreign Minis¬ 
try. He firmly 
believed that 
the creation of 
Pakistan was 
an historical 
necessity, 
"otherwise 
Muslims 
would have 
been sub¬ 
merged in the 


much more 
developed and 
intellectually 
and economi¬ 
cally stronger 
Hindu socie¬ 
ty." 

After an ab¬ 
sence of 25 
years from the 
West, Asad 
came to Paris 
and then to 
New York in 
1952, serving 
as Pakistan's 
Minister Plen¬ 



ipotentiary to Muslim thinker Muhammad Asad (right) 
the United Na¬ 
tions. Here he 

met his third wife, Pola Hamida, accommodation of a European to 
whom he married that year. a Muslim community in which 

Asad's sojourn in the Muslim he happened to live." His spiritu- 
world was not a "mere outward al autobiography The Road to 


Mecca (1954), which the Times 
Literary Supplement called "a 
narrative of great power and 
beauty, 1 ' covered the first half of 
his life, and his conversion to his 
new belief, "a conscious, whole¬ 
hearted transference of alle¬ 
giance from one cultural envi¬ 
ronment to another." 

Asad's chief ambition was to 
translate the Quran into English. 
First Switzerland and then Mo¬ 
rocco provided the setting for 
the preparation of his magnum 
opus. The Message of the Quran 
(1980). In its intellectual engage¬ 
ment with the text and in the in¬ 
timate, subtle and profound un¬ 
derstanding or the pure classical 
Arabic of the Quran, Asad's in¬ 
terpretation is of a power and in¬ 
telligence without rival in Eng¬ 
lish. 

Much of the translation work 
and writing was done near Tan- 
giers, where the Asads lived for 
19 years. Asad's other works in¬ 
clude The Principles of State 
and Government in Islam 
(1978), Sahlh Al-Bukhari: Early 
days of Islam (1978) and 77us 
Law of Ours and other Essays 
(1987). But, disillusioned with 
file Islamic revolution in Iran in 
1979, the war between Iran and 
Iraq, and the "fundamentalist" 
chaos in the Muslim world in 
general, the Asads moved to Lis¬ 
bon. 

Asad was saddened by the in¬ 
tellectual insularity of the Mus¬ 
lim world, the intolerance of the 


extremists, and was a powerful 
advocate of the rights oi Muslim 
women. It was Asad's insistence 
that the constitution of Pakistan 
allow for the election of a wom¬ 
an leader, opening the way for 
Benazir Bhutto. "The great mis¬ 
take (of the Fundamentalists)," 
he once explained, "is thai most 
of these leaders start with the hu- 
dud, criminal punishment. This 
is the end result of the sharia (Is¬ 
lamic law), not the beginning. 
The beginning is the rights of 
people . There is no punishment 
in Islam which has no corre¬ 
sponding right." He called for 
the codification of the sharia, 
suggesting a methodology in The 
Principles of State ana Govern¬ 
ment in Islam. 

To Asad, the only real Islamic 
society existed during the time 
of the Prophet Muhammad. The 
sharia , "as it is conceived today 
together with fiqh (jurispru¬ 
dence)," he argued, cannot be 
implemented because "it is loo 
huge a structure. But... codified 
and reduced to its proper scope 
(it) can be implemented." This 
view, together with his refusal to 
acknowledge Khomeini as "The 
Imam" made him a few powerful 
enemies. 

His self-imposed "exile" from 
the Muslim world was, in retro¬ 
spect, a mistake. The former 
Saudi Oil Minister Sheikh Ya- 
mani was a patron of Asad for 
. many years and the Emir Sal¬ 
man, Governor of Riyadh and 
brother of King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia, invited the Asads to Live 
in Saudi Arabia — the "Home- 
coming of the Heart" for which 
Asad had been longing for many 
years and which would have 
been the title of the second half 
of his autobiography on which 
he was working till his death. ■ 
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Joining hands to fill the ozone hole 


By Maryam Schiller 


TODAY’S COMPLEX and se¬ 
rious pollution problems re¬ 
spect no borders, blurring the 
lines between national and in¬ 
ternational jurisdictions, and 
demanding immediate resolu- 


demanding immediate resolu¬ 
tion by increased international 
cooperation. 


GENEVA — OZONE deple¬ 
tion over .the northern hemi¬ 
sphere has sent alarm bells ring¬ 
ing in the political and industrial 
corridors of Europe and the 
United States. Days after NASA 
scientists warned of (he likeli¬ 
hood of the highest levels of 
ozone-destroying chemicals ever 
measured,. western decision- 
makers rushed to work on a fast¬ 
er schedule to phase out the use 
of . chloroflourocarbons, or 

CFCs, 

Experts at the National Aero¬ 
nautics and Space Administra¬ 
tion believe that populated areas 
of the northern, hemisphere face 


30 fo 40 per cent ozone deple¬ 
tion, whicn is twice as fast as 


origipally thought apd Ukoly to 
.ipad tp an increase of serious 1U-; 
nesses such as skin eancer pitd, 
eye disorders. ' -V';;/? 

Given the seriousness of the 
problem, this,time over Aiperi- 
cal's Own head. President Geprge, 
Bush has pledged to halt CFC- 
production >yT995 - five yearn 
jbeforo the' headUn^ set jby the : 
1987 Atontteal Protocol. .Germ*- 


the European Community, which 
has set July 1995 as the cut-off 
date for the use of CFC in the 
manufacture of refrigerators and 
aerosols and of halon in fire¬ 
fighting equipment. But experts 

E oint out that while the outcry 
y environmentalists has finally 
been heard, the new steps fall far 
short of the need: for an immedi¬ 
ate ban. 

Critics point out that.new leg¬ 
islation is the last thing the re¬ 
gion needs. Mechanisms to 
counter' serious environmental 
. problems such ais the present 
. threat to parts of the United 
Slates, Canada and Europe al- ! 

• ready exist in more thph lOO en- 
vironmehtal treaties. 

James Gustave Speth, presi¬ 
dent of the World Resources In¬ 
stitute belieres that "today's ma- 
1 jor environmental challengescaftr 
be met only with a new system 
of shared international: response; 
bilily., We should capitalize On 
thp knowledge, expertise apd ef-, 
y. foctiveness our institutions have, 
V acquired during the - last 20 
i years." : - • ’• • 

1 In a World Resources Institute 
report, Lessdns Leqrned in Glo- 
\ bal Environmental-Governance,. 

: Peter H. .Sand,vsgrior enyiron-; 
mental affitirs officer,, with the 
United Nations Economic Comr 
V mission for ;Einope in. Geneva,. 

believes that such a system , 
; would "take advantage of-the. 

growing institutional, memory of ? 
V, managerial | method?: for : coping ‘ 
: with some '.typical.,obstacles tti. 
•I 4 effective ;in|entaifopal, epykori-, 





Environmental protection re r 
quires global cooperation ;. 


mental governance," 1 
r The WRI report finds that 
there are also practical alterna¬ 
tives to mtergovmmental'litiga- 
' lion, such as recourse to local 
remedies and national courts, 
new procedures for'citizen com¬ 
plaints, and environmental aud¬ 
its, to monitor compliance with' 
agreed-upon standards * and. to 
publicize infringements. ' 

- Ho wever, accord tog to the ire-: 
. port, any new international treaty 
. process must first overcome two 
,■ fundamental' drawbacks. First, 
treaties aTO based bit tito consen¬ 
sus of all participants, Md thus 
, the standards topd to reflect the 

; lowest common dehorpinto,'; ■ 
•' Ij. sugges ts innovative, options 


. _■ • , . ; i - ^ ■ ■ 




tades to;-.;:: it.suggests innovative.options 
e^yifoi;,' fw ay^^ thjs bottom line; ap¬ 


proach and aiming for belter- 
than-minimum standards. These 
could include fringe benefits to 
participating institutions or indi- 
• vlduals, a country-by-conntry 
approach and rewards for over- 
- achievement. If parties take 
more stringent measures than are 
expected of them, this can create 
a : ’Dandwagon' effect, seen iri the . 
1985 Helsinki Protocol, which 
called for sulphur emission re¬ 
ductions of "at least 30 per cent" 
and which resulted in 10 parties 
aiming at 50 per cent reductions.. . 

The WRI takes government 
negotiators to task for the time 
wasted between the drafting, 
adoption and enforcement..of 
treaties Or standards, (t s&yk the 
process can be by-passed in sev- ; 
era! ways, including provisional 
adoption of a treaty, a declara- 
: tion Of common rule? of con- ; , 

: duct, such as the United Nations ’ . 

; Environment Program’s "law 
guidelines and principles/ 1 'i -; ; 

The institute {fas once again ; 
put emphasts'oh Mtat has been ; 
asserted by environmental acti- ■ 
vists for so long -v that any hew ’ 
institutions should be able to re- ;‘ 
spond and adapt to rapid change, • 

‘ Unless they do, said one experWy 
"we'll end up whh more: and; 
more treaties and less and less y 
ozone,". . -if•;'■■■' -Vii 

Key institutional Issues ^in lhc,' -. 
environmental; debate Wtilpe re<: 
viewed at (he, United Nations, ■! 
Conference on Envirompfo aral ,,, 

. • Development, ^teduled, to (aWT;-. 

; iplabp in Brazil ip Juhe. p ■? - : 


;<icai^em|c Fife i: i-1 ^ 
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Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send a 
photo...we will run it free 
of charge in The Star's 
People and Hvents page. 
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• Minister of Culture, Dr Mah¬ 
moud Al Samra, patronized last 
Sunday the opening ceremony of 
the exhibition "Colored Days", 
which was organized by the 
Spanish Cultural Center in con¬ 
junction with Baladna Gallery. 
The exhibition included some of 
the works of Iraqi artists Ali Al 
Mandalawi, Samer Osama, 
Nadeem Muhsen and Lamya 
Abdul Saheb; they all specialize 
in children drawings. 

The exhibition, to last until 23 
April, includes facial masks and 
graffiti drawings. 

• The Royal Automobile Club 
of Jordan (RACJ) declared its 
Okifax National Rally a success 
last week, with 13 of its 22 com¬ 
petitors completing. 

Issa Halabi and co-driver Laith 
Disharal took the winning titles 
after completing the course in 
their Nissan 210 with a time of 
1:13.4, closely followed into sec¬ 
ond place by Faisal Jabrl and 
Ammar Abu Namous with a 
time of 1:17.36. 

The only participating ladies 
team of Najwa Al Hassan and 
Randa Al Hadldf finished in 
12th place, with a time of 
2:59.41 

• The Jordan InterContinental 
Hotel is proud to announce its 
weekly Quiz Night in the pub 
every Wednesday starting at 9 
pm. Fifty questions will be asked 
in English in live rounds of ten 
each including current events, 
oulture and leisure, history and 
geography, science and technol¬ 
ogy, as well as a surprise catego¬ 
ry which changes each week. 

■ Answers are to be written on 
the answer sheet which Should 
be handed in quickly! after the 
end of each round. Two points 
will be given for each correct an- 

• swer. One point may be given 
for a partially correct answer at 
the quiz-maker's discretion. The 
contestant with the highest num¬ 
ber of points at the end of the fi¬ 
nal round is ihe winner. In case, 
of a tie, additional questions will' 

:..be asked until it Is broken. 

'A valuable credit voucher will : 

: be awarded to the winner by the ' 

. hotel's management The quiz |s.; • 

• opdn to all ages and on the basis v 
of^indjviduals and teams alike. 

::»A^“ epwp ^ 

• April 18th will mark the open- 
inil.of; a week-long; JniematiSftal. 

5 Spring Trade Fair at the World 
• T^ade Center.Dubaiiln theijnit-. 
ed Arab Eralrates. Ond important ' 
highlight of the event win be the 
: contributions of some 5ft inrfyn 
:companies, Who aim ' to-project 
! ;• their country's various industrial .. 

. and:tecbnqlqgical capabilities, V 
Staged within an IhdlartVStyie ! 
: ' paytiion,, tbeseprivaiq and put>f , 

‘ Jtcfy. Owned Companies will 
prasent .a wide vtiriety bf frixF ; 
•ucte, Including bulkjUi 
a&.adhesiVes, spapsana peter- : f : 
gents, pharinaceufical i^liai^dsr. 


• Jordan's Intcmatlonai Theater 
Day was marked by the closing 
ceremony of Jordan s first Youth 
Theater Festival, which was fust 
inaugurated by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor on 27 March. The 
Queen delivered awards to the art¬ 
ists in different fields of the per¬ 
forming arts, and also distributed 
prizes For the festival contest win¬ 
ners. 

The festival judging committee 
consisted of Hafent Said, Mah¬ 
moud Zohdl, Ashraf Abaza, 
Nader Omran and Suhail Illias. 
The festival revealed many new, 
young talents. 

A Woman Rebel and Aragoi, di¬ 
rected by Hakeem Harb, won 6 
prizes: Best play, directing, first 
male actor, first female role, cos¬ 
tume, and make-up. 

The Soft Desert Sand, directed 
by Zlad jalal, was awarded for its 



wst 



4.i 'iril fit' 


• Members of the British Airways Theairr Group met ihcpreaa 
(he Amman InterContinental Hotel Monday, to promote ihcSrlxa 
travelling production Two and Two Make Sew. Described ns a 'fad 
col comedy about marital infidelity", the sltow has so far been w. 
formed before audiences spanning tin* Gulf States, Singapore, MaU 
sin. Hong Kong, China and Cairo. ™ 

Alternatively known as the 'Derek Nimmo tour' after its well- 
known comic producer, the show features famous names such a 
Henry McGee of The Benny Hill Show, Carol Cleveland of Mm 
Python' fame and niccc of Dame Peggy Ashcroft, Margaret Ash. 
croft. 

A light-hearted comedy with surprisingly liulc sexual content, the 
script is the work of writers Richard Harris and Leslie Darbon,the 
former of whom wrote the screenplay for ilk.* film Stepping Out 
which featured actresses I .i/a Minedi and Julie Wallers. 

"The play is great fun," said leading actor Henry McGee, who elo¬ 
quently described it us causing \oim* tolly old My laughs!" Tt* 
play will run until 18 April. 


by Ziad jalal, was awarded for its 
script, first male role, and second male role. 

Three prizes were delivered for best lighting (Basam Daboubi), 
music (Nassar Zo'bi) and setting (Sami Abdul Haleem). 

A statement issued by the festival's judging committee pointed out 
that more attention should be paid to Improving the use ofthe Arabic 
language, organizing acting technique courses and establishing a tra¬ 
dition of theater events where actors may be exposed to different in¬ 
teractions and experiences. It is hoped that by taking such steps the 
quality of the next youth theater festival will improve. ■ 

Vesna Masharqa 


along with gift articles such as 
leather-wear, jewelry, brass art- 
ware and perfumes. Granite, 
glass, plastic and rubber goods 
will also be displayed. 

M. S. Suman, first secretary to 
(he Indian embassy in Amman, 
remarked that India's participa¬ 
tion in the TYade Fair is expected 
,to open up extensive opportuni¬ 
ties for trade and investment, 
and is in line with the Indian 

g overnment's present policy of 
beralizatibn and flexibility. 

1 • i - 

• The Jordan Bridge Associa¬ 
tion recently participated in the 
first Damascus: International 
Bridge ^Festival, which was held 
between the 7 and 12 April. 



Films; 

i .The American Cultural Center 
wUr present the film' "Sunset 
Boulevard" tonight at 7 pm. 
The film is an incisive metodri. 
ma abotit a luckless Hbllywood 
scnpWdtec who goes to live 
^ijhiS wedlhy wftmp. The film 

will be shoTyn again next Sunday 

^ti^jsamprirrto,.; 

®! The British Council will- : 
Pjwcptthefiim "DoCtor'Zhlva; 
8° on Saturday l? April at ? 
PPl., . .. •• ' ■' .. *.■ 


Events were held at the Meridian 
Hotel and included opon pairs, 
mixed pairs and open teams. 
Prizes were distributed on the 
last day to tho winners. Ghassan 
and Marwan Gfaanem won tho 
fourth prizo of the open pairs 
ovem and We<lad Abu H(jleh 
and Abdullah Hamarneh won 
tho tenth prizo for mixed pairs. 
Dr Fayeq QaddOumy and An¬ 
toinette Akasheh, also won a 
prize for the best mixed pair In 
the opon pairs. 

Omran Abu Dheiin and Sii- 
lalman, despite falling to win a 
Prize, performed well by ranking 
in M opcn and 

tilth in t he open teams. ■ 

• Lectirrai 

Eta 'u" In * liuto *">• 

^ssasssi 

lheoenvironmenti Location 
An^°f Neoljthle Settbu 
m the Greater Petra Area” 
-Tito lecture, hi English, will be 
■ on Tuesday 21 AjJu at 7 pm. • 

Exhibitions \ 

• - - /•, ;; . 

■I At Oio French Cultural On\a 
exhibiikm of 

Flsid trips ; ; 



Mwa* Tnghrrfd Muhammad jutnmual a Ajicctolchi 
tabic fashion show kid ut the Amman hurt km Hotel ixi II Ap 
Around 60 children, aged \ u» id, nx* pun in thH function whi 
displayed [he works ot J«dnmuii designers Una Uma Buff 
liana Sadlq Beraudo and Khauwneh. Fmcecds of the» 
will go towards supporting the Hum Ibuniih kindergartens uA tf 
Ubrancs. 


Friorida ,of Archaeoiofcv 

fttrVtSU^ 00Ml| on^f£'. 

fewBBVglftir 


'US'* fltim the 
lot at 9 


The Mouse of Antiques Tel: 824698 
The Islamic and Arabic Mintage 
Mouselei: 612610 
Qalerie 9desapotamie 

i . * ■ r 

hayc the honour to invite you to an antiques. 
auction managed by 

h • • *. 

©r. TateS AfBqffkdadi 
t E*8< Mofiammad Afbagftdadi 

His Auction Sale will begin at 3 p.m* 
Friday 1/5/1992 

in t/WBadtam. Jordan htinmUnttMU^ 


aadia Hall will be open to the public to ««« 
^iWted itema Wednesday and 

ttom '■ i;>; 
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Russia's ambassador to Jordan: 
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Russia reemerges from the legacy 

of communism 


By Mary Denis 
Special la The Star 

THE DAYS of the stagnantly 
stable but decaying USSR have 
now faded into oblivion, with a 
new Russian slate having 
emerged at lightning speed. The 
Russian people can now feel that 
they are in charge of shaping 
their present history —having 
learnt so many lessons horn 
their nol-so-distant past. 

Yet the question still remains 
as to how the Russia of today 
will function — as a socialist or 
capitalist state, or otherwise? 

H.E. Yuri Gradunov, Russian 
Ambassador to Jordan, believes 
the new Russia will be a "synthe¬ 
sis of what humanity and human 
civilization has accumulated. We 
will borrow the best from capi¬ 
talism and will add our own spir¬ 
itual experience, based on striv¬ 
ing for improving human 
values." 

Now, Mr Gradunov is positive 
that his country will emerge as a 
democratic country with a 
healthy maikct economy. He 
freely admits that communist 
dogma had its faults and that the 
theories of Marx were wrongly 
implemented. "As a theorist," he 
said, "his work was brilliant, but 
in reality his theory was misused 
and abused." 

. Decades of ideological warfare 
between Russia and the West are 
now over, yet the Russians do 
not feel as though they Tost 1 in 
such a war. 

"It was the system that lost, 
not Russia," said Mr Gradunov. 
"Russia has come out a winner. 
Look at the intelligentsia — 
highly-educated and broad¬ 
minded by any world standard. 
Now they can express thpir 
views freely, after having been 
forced for decades to think and 
talk official newspapers' editori¬ 
al slogans." Russia now has free¬ 
dom of the press, and a number 
of new publications expressing 
various points of view. 

Mr Gradunov saw perestroika 
as a good progressive move. "It 
awakened the sleeping, forces in 
the country, launching Russia 
into a now orbit of social and ec¬ 
onomic reforms," he said. He de¬ 
scribed perestroika as a "spiritual 
rebirth" of the people, "as 
; though they cast Off the bandag- 
-es of ideology and started to; 
breathe freely/ '. 

"Countless artistic movements 
- and groups are springing up on 
1 the cultural scene all the time," 
added Galina Pestrovna, the am¬ 
bassador's wife. Qn a Ascent trip 
to Moscow shb witnessed long 
theater queues every evening in 
Moscow's streets. • 
i : ;. Debate now reigns as tirhow 
.• U> "divide" - the cultural wealth 

• ind, treasures df the former 
. USSR. Some have suggested 

that cultural heritage be alstrib- 
oted according to its place of 6ri- 

* gin, whfie others, like Mr Gradu- 


thc former USSR's legacy." 

The breakdown of the union 
has left Russia going through 
"troubled times." Every sphere 
of life has been affected— be it 
political or economic. But Mr. 
Gradunov secs these difficulties 
as "growing pains." "Russia is 
going through a transitional peri¬ 
od of economical restructuring, 
and hardships are inevitable," he 
said. Future reform, he added, 
should concentrate on environ¬ 
mental protection and the elimi¬ 
nation of weapons of mass de¬ 
struction. 

Now that Russia has ceased to 
be a global power and its "super¬ 
power" mentality no longer ex¬ 
ists, its new role in the world 
community has led to the emer- 



Ambassador Gradunov 

gencc of a new political scene. 
The Russian ambassador de¬ 
scribes it as one of "balance, 


E no v, reject this kind Of approach.. 

; !;M vTCuteW 

t -Belonged fo thd whole country^ 
and wherisltls "placed" is of lit-. 

’’lY.-*'.' v;;; v, ■ ;.v • ■■ ■■ 



based on common world inter¬ 
ests." "We do not live in isola¬ 
tion," he said. "We have a mutu¬ 
al ozone layer, for example." 

A specialist in Arabic philolo¬ 
gy and fluent in classical Arabic, 
Mr Gradunov gained first-hand 
experience of the Arab world 
during his 5 years in Iraq and 2 
years in Jordan. He has occupied 
high government positions and 
has • travelled extensively 
throughout the Middle East. Re¬ 
garded as an authority on Middle 
Eastern affairs, he has his own 
personal views about the politi¬ 
cal "climate" of the region. 

Repercussions of the Gulf 
War, he believes, will be felt for 
some time to come. "A people's 
injured pride promotes extremist 




reactions, and may cause exces¬ 
sive nationalist sentiment," he 
said. He also reiterated the ne¬ 
cessity of tackling the Arab- 
Isracli conflict with urgency. A 
solution, he believes, lies in the 
fulfillment of UN Security 
Council resolutions and the im¬ 
plementation of the "land for 
peace" formula. 

With a positive conviction 
that one day "sound mind" will 
prevail, the conflict, he argues, 
will be solved. "Otherwise, 
what option is there?" he said. 
"Anarchy, or terror? Now Is the 
time, .more than ever before, for 
a favorable solution to the long¬ 
standing problems of the Middle 
East." ■ 
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• The first Spa In-the Middle East bailed on, hot 

Sulfurous ; mineral water 'Springs of • high : 

• mjneral Concentration for the', Cure of ’ ;. 

• Rhumatlzm * • Arthritis • Sinusitis ; 

■ • Digestive diseases 

, Or Just for biood circulation /'enhancement : ; 

. v and relaxation frorn 'daHy' stress. . ■ ; '. ! ■ 

special Rates Vor All 
ISON > JORDANiAlS : ‘ 

! To Stay At ASHTAR Hotel 
On ffalf jBpard Basis 

Double Room ( 2 persons ) ; : ; 

— v: • \ ■ ■ v. 

• 1 Nlaht '* JD 1 52++':"• ' ; V- 


mm 









Single Room ( J person:) -r 

1 riight .1 Jty 35 + 4 - 7 \ J: « 


I l iiarjc I * au * * Hjjjwv .. . i- 

’ 2 MjgHts JD :. V, 2. Tlights > , JD 62 -m- . 

£ -ZT !■ TIM-Xixi ... - “ 3 nights . JD 84+.+ 


3 Mights I«JP 1.35+-^ 


. AH Prif^s Above Are Subject, Tot O 1 ^ Qbvt. y 10% Service Charge. 

Pity'S I-,:. 

;v/. : V v .: • :V ;•>: r: » J whin'd*: 
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Programs on 
Jordan 
? Television 
from 
r 18-24 

f 

August 


ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30—Super Bloopers. 

9:00 — Encounter. 

10:00—News In English. 

10:20 — Feature FUm, "The 
Secret of My Success"; Starring 
Michael J. Fox and Helen Slater: 
The film is a comic love story 
about a villager from Kansas 
who travels to New York to 
work his way up in his uncle's 
company. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Wings; Brian decides to 
flirt with Helen, but his brother 
Joe isn't interested. Soon Joe 
finds himself consumed by jeal¬ 
ousy. 

9:10 — Stalin: Documenting 
St&Un's achievements in the late 
Thirties up to his death in the 
.Fifties. 

10:00—News in English. 

10:20 — Law and Order: An 
innocent baby is killed, and in¬ 
vestigations lead to (ho indict¬ 
ment of a notorious gangster. 

MONDAY 

8:30 — Empty Nest: He who 
pays the fiddler calls the tune— 
a two-edged knife. 

9:10 -- Capitol City: The team 
■' of dealers is joined by a new¬ 
comer. Hilary, who is sont to 
Michelle for training. 

10:00—News in English. 

10:20 — Stanley and the 
Women: Stanley decides to send 
Steve back to hospital after his 
aggressive behavior at home. 

TUESDAY 

• i ■ . ■ ' ■ 

8?30 — Princesses: lYacey 
leaves her fiance after discover¬ 
ing he has been married and di¬ 
vorced several rimes. Shb and 
her friend stay with Princess 
. Georgina. 

■ 9:10 —Rich Tea and Sympa- 
, thy: At a dinner attended by (he ; 
two families, George finally ad- • 
halts to Julia that he loves her, ! 
apd she confesses her love for. 

10:00 — News In English, 

10:20 — Oscar FUm. "Twenty ; 
Ope Days": Starring Vivien 
;Ulgh and Laurence Olivier::A- 
classic feature film, showing that • 
a good man's life is complicated. 

. by events beyond his control. 

V. VVEDNESDAY P :V 

• 8:30 *— Spatz. "SiJng for your ; 
supper": The ./coardinator of' 
Spatz restaurants in Burepe asks > 
the staff to sing while taking cus- 



Rich tea and sympathy on Tuesday at 9:10 


side of paradise": A love story 
and adventure between a British 
doctor, Chris, and a South Pacif¬ 
ic princess, Alina. The story is 
set during the events of World 
War Two. 

THURSDAY 

8:30—The Simpsons: Homer’s 
father meets a rich old woman 
who leaves him a fortune in her 
will. To Homer's dismay, his fa¬ 
ther gives all of the money to the 
needy, leaving nothing for him. 
9:10—NBA Basketball. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Movie or the Week. 
"Murder 101" Starring Dey 
■Young and Antoni Korone: 
Charlie, a crime writer who also 
leaches at a university, is ac¬ 
cused of committing three 
cringes. He is out to prove his in¬ 
nocence. 

• FRIDAY 

8:30 Lenny: Lenny loses a 
bowling game. 

9:10—-EJi.G. "Your place or 
mine?-: David, a’seuioremploy-. 
e© at the TV station, assists a 
friend in covering a program on 
environment. 

10:00-r-News in English. 

10:20 — Devices and Designs: 
Anotfier girl IS killed in this epi¬ 
sode; but tnip. rime in a different 
■ way. The hunt continues for the 
person bbtiifld the. killings. 

11:10 '•-*i Sibs.v^The Final 
Dayi"; Nora agrees at last to ap¬ 
point Mr; Warner as the accoun¬ 
tant 


tag MixeiUe Malhieu. Children 
sing the songs of their favorite 
singers. 

6:10 — R6sum6 de la messe de 
Piques de TEglise Saint-Pierre 
ati Vatican. 

7:00—News in French. 

7:15 — Carnet de notes. A 
classical music program. 

LUNDI ' 

6:00 — Le monde sous-marln 
de Jacques-Yves Cousteau. A 
documentary program about 
marine life. This week's episode 
is entitled "1970: la mer vi- 
vanlo." 

7:00 —• News in french. 

7:15 — La Magazine Sporfif: 
The Weekly Sports Magazine. 

MARDI 

I 

6:00 — Les tortues Ninja. A 
cartoon series. 

6:30 — Marc et Sophie. "Sep¬ 
aration do ehien". A comedy se¬ 
ries about two doctors. 

7:00—News in french. . 

7:15 — Variety. A selection of 
French songs.: 


FRENCH PROGRAM 

SAiMEDj 

6:00 '.--t Tes tortues Ninja* A 
wjooh serin? for Children. 

*30 —- La famille Fontaine. 


, 8 d» ^ tss&m. 

ature : rising on this globe? Js > i 7:(W--News In 

documentary program attempts l ■ 'Nf 

i-ito.answ^'suchqdestioia;-. vDlMANf^t v 

;J,0!0O 4- News l!l En«Jiav>;\; j,;'-;;::;, 

UU0-New series. 


MERCREDi 

6:00 Le Monde est & Vous. 

A variety and cultural program. 

: 7:00 •— News In french. 

7:15 — Intertropique. An agri-'. 
culture magazine on Africa, ‘ 

:/.'■•• jeudj 

: 6:00 ~ lies sanctuaires sauv- 
Rhi LeseV.de la tenre, laCa- 
margue", ; A documentary pro* . 

..gram;; • i- 

r Mafcuy. "Affreux • 

; . d'empioie/ A series about Ma- ' 
.. guy and her hu sband! 

1 vZ ! ?2 “"News In French. 

, 7:15 - r ;Le cirque du sofell. ; ; 
V-ircus. . ■■, ^ 

-'- A ' : ■ : i' v . 
-.fry VEfvlpBEpI: ' . , 

^ Sans fuhtlle. The story 
.rofaydungboy.: - 
: .? : 00---New9 jn 



■ magazine- .■/ •/> . ,s 


JEANE DIXON'S 


mirnim 


ARIES (21 March - 19 April); Not seeing is not believing for 
many people. Put on a convincing demonstration for any doublers 
in the crowd. This is no time to act reckless in finance or romance. 
Slow down. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): Belter cash management is the 
key to greater financial security. Get your spending under control. 
Stop hiding something. Your offspring deserve lo know the truth! 
Guard your valuables. 

GEMINI (21 May - 20 June): Financial services tailored to your 
needs will help you build savings. Conduct a careful investigation 
before making a financial commitment. A career decision is best 
postponed. Romance requires time. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): Given your track record, there 
should be no question that you will succeed once you land a covet¬ 
ed assignment. Do your homework diligently. You want to be 
ready when opportunity knocks. 

LEO (23 July - 22 August): A customized approach wins plaudits 
from your clients or friends. Guarantee a quick decision by fol¬ 
lowing all the rules and meeting a deadline. Call home frequently 
when traveling. Nurture close relationships. 

VIRGO (23 August - 22 September): Changing times mean good 
times for you. Go with tho flow. All your planning is worth it. 
New career and financial gains arc featured. A record-breaking ef¬ 
fort moans higher profits. 

LIBRA (23 Scptembor - 22 October): A scholarship or grant 
could still be possible for a deserving student. Those who excel in 
math and science get good news. A family gathering is a huge suc¬ 
cess. Past grievances are forgotten. 

SCORPIO (23 October - 21 November): Buy things for your 
home that express how you want to live. Those looking for tradi¬ 
tional flimituro could find a real bargain. Take a weekend off if 
you feel your energy flagging. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November - 21 December): Set a larger 
share of your incomo aside for future comforts. Take advantage of 
travel that may opon now doors of opportunity. Logic holps you 
solve a domestic problem. Think! 

CAPRICORN (22 December - 19 January): Expand your reper¬ 
toire and people with wealth and power will help your career, You 
may want to work with several financial backers. A special project 
wings you and your loved ones closer together. 

AQUARIUS (20 January -18 February): A tailored look impress¬ 
es conservative buyers or clients. A friend could be entirely off- 
base. Rely on your own intuition and you won’t go wrong. Ro¬ 
mance bnngs a rich new dimension lo your life. 

PISCES (19 February - 20 March): A scholarly talk gains the au- 
lenco you want Your financial fortunes improve, thanks lo a 
nce-in-a-lifetime deal. Family differences could slow progress. 

T5J®. WE ^ K, S CHILDREN arc highly inventive and sensitive. 
Artistic projects provide a healthy outlet for their pent-up energy. 
Participation in team sports will help these cWldrendevelop asscr- 
comeeasUy* sc f " con ^ dcncc ’ Language, arts and history should 
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' Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian .. 641271/2 

Australian. 637246f? 

Austrian Embassy.674750 

Bahrain... 664148 

Belgian . 675683 

Bulgarian.818151 

Canadian...666124 

Chilean .. 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.*77588 

Czechoslovakian -665105 

Danish Consulate Gen.622324 

Finnish Consulate.623443 

French. 641273/4 

German.689351 

Greek.672331 

Hungarian.816614 

Indian.637262 

Iraqi .639331 

Italian.638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese... ......672486/7 

Yugoslavian .. 665107 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan...666118 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan.641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.828911 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine...677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

PhiUipincs. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari. 644331/2 

Romanian . 667738 

Saudi Arabian. 814154 

South Korean.660745/6 

Spanish . ... 622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish.669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Tunisian ..674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

United Arab Emirates ..... 644369 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States of America.. 644371 

USSR.641158 

Yemen. 642381 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP ..668171/7 

UNRWA.669194/8 

S aiwon)...671530 

4ICEF. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lnnka.645312 


;Airlines 


Arab Air Cargo.674191/95 

Aeroflot...641510 

Air France.666055 / 667824 

Air India .675888/9 

Air Lanka .655377/651799 

Alitalia. 625203 

American Air linos.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways .641430 

China Airlines.. 637380 

Cathay Pacific.624363 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Bgypt Air. 630011 

Emirates Airlines.662141/678321 

Gulf Air.653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines.639295 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iraqi Airways. 628596/628598 

Japan Air Lutes .630879 

K.L.M ..622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 

Kuwaiti Airlines.. 630144 

Libyan Arab Airlines.... 643831/2 

Lufthansa.. 601744 

Malaysian Airlme.639575/653446 

M.E.A.636104 

Olympic... 630125/638433 

PIA .. 625?81 


PhilHppine Airlines.......... 670155 

Polish Airline^,.,.,..,,.,,,... 625981 
Qnius 641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian..,.... 678321 

Sabena Belgian Airlines.. 675888 

Saudia........:;..:......,.,. 639333 

Scandinavian Aurlinds ..,,604649. 
Singapore AfrlbtM.$76177. 

Sudan Airlines,...,... 662111 

Swiss Air (G-S.A,)........... 642943 , 

Swiss Air.....„629831 

Syrian A622147 
TARCOM- Rohunian..M...63T380 j 

Thai AhwayS..-^...*..604649. 

TTah ! W6rldAirline;.,.,..,6g430 | 
Turkish Airlihes... 659102! 
Yemenia Airways.;....;.,.:.. 62$|75| 
Yugoslav AirUnes6049 H 


Diary 


Activities 


Cultural centres 

Royal Cultural Centre .. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council.....636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre. 665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library.637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 


Rent-a-car 


Cinemas 


Concord. 677420 

Rainbow. 625155 

Plaza.674111 

Philadelphia. 634144 

Nijoum. 67557! 


Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City..... 

Orthodox Club. 

Royal Automobile Club... 

Royal Shooting Club. 

Royal Chess Club. 

Royal Racing Club.09- 

Jonlan Bridge Assoc. 


667181 

810491 

815410 

736572 

673713 

801233 

.676990 


Hotels 


Shakhshir 


Kada . 

.665161/665153 

Al-Labadi ..... 

..813554 

National. 

..639197/8 


Rabbit Amman.672424 

Al-Rimal.639861 

Al-Samer.771707 

Satclitc.625767/621471 


Al-Waha .674105 

Abu Dcggc.644642/644906 

Amin Jarrar (Avis).670498 

Amman. 666327 


Europcar.60135Q/80 

Gbncral Services.674100 

Gulf.. 660902 


Amman 
Crown. 

.798181 

663100 

Marriott. 

Regency . 

... 660100 

.660000 

665094 

InterContinental. 

.... 641361 
.... 665186 

Commodor. 

Middle East.. 

Grand Palace. 

Tyche . 

International.. 

.665181 

. 667150 

. 661121 

.661114 

.... 841712 
. 813801 

Alia Gateway. 

Amra . 

Plaza . 

.(08) 51000 
.... 815071 

Aqaba 
Holiday Tntl. 

.312426 

314340 

Al-Cazar.. 

. 314131 

. ...313521 

Aquantarina 1.316250 

Aqaba ...314091 
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and cultural weekly 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Amman Govemoratc.91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid. 271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance....193,775 \ 11 

Amman Rtc bridgade.198 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence rcsuce.630341 

Police rescue;.621111. 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

R] Flight Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khalcdi Maternity.644281/6 

Akich Maternity..642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital. 669131 

Univorsily Hospital. 845845 

Al-Munshcr Hospital..... 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

Italian- A l-Muhajrccn.777101/3 

Al-Bashir, Ashrafioh....775111/26 

Army, Marks..891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.6Q224Q/5Q 

Amal Hospital.674155 

General 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.....774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telcphono information...121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service.....,..,.....:.... 623101 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


Algeria.213 

Argentina.54 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia..;«■• 61 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Pqrth9 
Sydney 2 

Austria..'■.43 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain. 973 

Belgium.32 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil.55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brasilia 61 ' 

Bulgaria......559 

Sofia 2 

Canada..-.-.. 1 

Ottawa 613 . . 

Chile.... 56 

Santiago 2 • 

Cyprus:.;.,......,. 357 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia.. 42, 

Denmark 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 . 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador..... 

Quito 2 

Egypt--20 

Cairo 2 \ 

Eire.......--...... 

Dublin 1 

cork 21 , -c R 

... HelsirjJti0 : *•_•. i;;. y'. x.- 

Eraqce 



Paris 1 

Germany W.....:......49 

Bonn 288 .. . 

Greece....SO- 

Athens/Hrseus 1 

India...,.•!•.. 91 

Banglore 812. . 

New Delhi 11 

Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codeS he- 
ginning With 1,2,3,4,5,6,7, & 8. 


Indonesia;..:,.—... 62 

Jakarta 21 - 1 

Italy..-..,v..,...—:.- -39 

Roqwd 

Iraq., 964 

• 'Bagdad 1 • 

Japan..—.. 81 

• Tokyo 3 ' ' . i •' 

Kenya—.—.254 

•Nairobi 2 . . ■ .. . 

Kuwaii...r..,. r ----—-.■—■965 , 

Korea.—,.;.... 82, :1 . 

Seoul2 ' : . , 

. Libya.....—— 218 

TVipoli-21 ■ 

Lebanon..—-.961 

,, 'Beiruti ’: ; . ■ ■ 1 • 

. Malays!a......,-.....-..... 1 ...-,......-.. 60, 

KuaU Lumpur 3 • 

. M e * ICO.. ..... ■ 52 

.Mexico City 5 • • ; ■' 


Amsterdam 20 

... ,49 . ' Rotterdam 10 

• North Yemea.—. 

;.SO- ‘ AlBaydft6 

Hddcidah 3 ■ 

9V • Sanaa 5 

* ■ Tajz4 .v -." , 

.. Nigari a........... 

-. , Lagoa 1 

Norway.-... 

codes he- . Oslo 2 , / 

7,&8. Oman—.... 

^ . Pakistani.. 

....— 62 . /Karachi 21 ' ' 

• • . Lahore 42 . ■ ” 

........... 39 •.... Pesluwar521 

, •; • Rawalpiridi/Islamabad 51 ■ 

964 • Paraguay.,...... 

• Asuncion 54 . . ■ .. 

. 81 Peru,;. .............................. 

_ Limrl4- 

.T".T ■ Philippines... 

; 965 j ’Poland......,..:... 

.. 82 ■ Warsaw 22 


nig .Qatar-. 

. Romania..::....... 

ci« *' Bucharest 0. 

Saudi Arabia ... 

. : Al-Khobar 3 
Al-Madiria 4 
m 1 -: ■■ Dammam 3 , 
i* Jeddah 2 


Museums 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jcrash 
(4th to ! 8ih centuries). The Roman 
Theatre, Amman. Opening hours: 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. year round.Closcd 
Tuesdays. Tel: 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Jordan. Jabal Al- 1 
Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 1 
hours: 9 a.m-5 p.m.). Closed Tucs-! 
days.Tcl: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most of 
(he Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by 19th century 
Orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Wclbdch. Hours 10 a.m. -5:00 p.m. 
CloscdTucsdays. Tel. 630128. 


Churches 


St. Joseph Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal Wcibdeh, 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church: (RomanCaih- 
olic)Jabal Hussein.Tel. 661757. 

Terrnsanda Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Wcibdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of Hie Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tol. 625383, 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrnfich.Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephrlam Church: (Syriac 


. • bphrl 
rlhouox) 


Ashraflch. Tel 771751. 


Ammon International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in 
Shmeisani, Tel. 827981, 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Um As- 
Summaq Tel. 811295. 


Marbclla 52 
.Majorca?] 

Sri Lanka.—............... 

Colombo l 

Sudan. 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 

Stockholm 8 

Syriai.. 

Damascus 11 

Talwan...i.... 

Taipei 2 

Thailand,,....... 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia.......,,. 

Tunis 1. . 

Turkey.......,.;. 

Ankara 4 ‘ 

Istanbul 1 

UAE.... 


MoroGCOiiMfiaMHHtMMiiH^itiJijjasai ',Q k . i ”■ *: , 

,:•!Fez 6 j- 

"'Rflbflt j • l. *’ 1 ^ 'Hj, I ' NillfmHU hL/I 


Abu Dhabi 2 

AjmaniS - . 

At-Ain 3 ' 1 

Dubai 4 

Fujairah 70 

Ghyalhl52 

■ Ras Al Khaimah 77 
; Shprjah 6 V 

■ ■ Umm.Al Quwain 6 i 

■ok...:......;.;..44 

London (inner. 71/outer ? 1) ; : 

Uruguay...'................-.j. 598 

Montevideo 2. i. 

'USA..-..-... : i 

NewY<»*212/718. \ ..-'.V;. -, 
‘ jWashifigton 202 <■ ' 

. 

\ •. Mpsfcow (®5 . -" '■ 

Venezuela-.,.»•.! 58 

; . 

Yi|gohlav1a..,38 
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Would You 
Believe. 

Willem Van Buuren, 
02, who died recently, 
lived fur 22 years with a 

transplanted heart. 

* * * 

The federal govern¬ 
ment estimates that the 
U.S. medical bill for 
treating people with 
AIDS or the AIDS virus 
will reach $5.8 billion in 
. 1991 and nearly double to 
$10.4 billion in 1994. 

* * * 

In New York, a hair¬ 
dresser who goes only by 
the name of Oribe has a 
yearlong waiting list of 
women who want him to 
cut their hair for $250. 
Among his clients: Demi 
Moore, Monica Seles and 
Meryl Streep. 

* * • 

Nearly 46 million peo¬ 
ple lost their lives during 
World War II. 

* * » 

In 1990, O’Hare Inter¬ 
national Airport In Chi¬ 
cago • handled 811,000 
departures and arrivals. 
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* CROSSWORD PUZZLE + 


ACROSS 

38 Furnish 

2 Hawaiian 

33 Body of 

1 Powarunil 

39 Hawaiian 

greeting 

salt water 

6 Box In the 

garland 

3 Past-to- 

34 Mongrel 

gym 

40 Make tardy 

future 

37 Padded 

9 Grain of 

41 Useless 

device 

seats 

a plant 

plants 

4 Tip of a 

38 Page 

13 Medley 

42 Rooter 

shoe 

40 Wood strip 

14 Flsaila 

43 About 

5 Fakes 

41 Singing 

rock 

44 Snatch 

5 Step 

bird 

16 Therefore 

45 Tree homes 

1 Dismounted 

44 Strong 

16 Eternal 

47 Foreword 

8 Answered 

grasps 

City 

60 Supposed 

sharply 

46 Charge too 

17 Unspoken 

Chinese 

9 Musical 

much 

IB Token of 

dish 

sign 

47 Self- 

defiance 

53 Sticky 

10 Memorable 

assured 

19 Article 

substance 

period 

48 Rare thing 

20 One'B resi¬ 

54 Davenport 

11 Incite to 

49 Correct 

dent city 

67 Small bird 

action 

61 Particle 

22 Pounding 

sound 

12 Deer 

52 Isinglass 

tools 

68 Cyclops, 

14 Legend 

64 Plant Juice 

24 Ancestors 

forone 

20 The woman's 

66 Mineral 

27 Wall-venti 

59 Seed cover 

21 Sweater 

earth 

lated 

60 Punts 

material 

66 Word of 

28 Newspaper 

61 Check 

23 Emcee's 

• disgust 

section 

62 Look fur¬ 

item 

56 Table scrap 

30 In whet way 

tively 

25 Baseball 


32 Pawns 

63 Remain 

hit 


34 Mannequin 

64 Walked 

26 Noise 


35 Bitter herb 


28 Lover 


36 Feel com¬ 

DOWN 

29 Norse god 


passion 

1 Value 

31 Merries 


37 Dank 


32 Equal part 


<M99f. TrlDuns Media Services 





JORDAN BRIDGE 


By Cbassnn Cihtnicm 


Too greedy 


Amman March 26 /1992 
Dear Ohassan, 

- HERE IS a curious hand which came tip last 
week! at the Jordan Bridge, Association: 

* A4 

■ Y-AK J654 ‘ . 

♦ K6 V'••• 

"■ *Q6S ;• 


& 876 . 
T 73 ■ 

♦J8754 
A 942 


Went 
Pass 
Pass 
: : P&ss 


N ‘ I 
■ W s B g 

4 K53 : *. 

Y Q9* 

3 2 ■ 

4AKJ87 

North 1 

,4Y-: 

■;.3Y- -. 

■V : 5Y- 

.1] 


4 QJT92 
Y 102 
A.QT9 
♦ 103 


than 6V, and he was expecting to make it on a 
normal spade lead. 

This goes to show you that, not all 'expert' 
opinions are correct! 

Regards, Muatef Al-Askariv 

1 . . • i ' . 

I am glad to receive this letter from one of the 
best plavers of Iraq and a good friend. ' 

Both North and South did not give careful con¬ 
sideration to reach the appropriate contract re¬ 
garding the level, denomination and the side to 
play it. After hearing the 3Y bid, south was al- 
■most sure of the slam, 6Y or maiybe 7V, but did 
he considered that they were playing a . pairs 
game and DOtrump slams score better? • ■ - 

Looldng to his l small doubleton diamonds, 
south should try a better sequence: . V - 


1 South 

,■'24 ■ 

:4N-i 

:: ay: .; 

. Ehd 


west; ; north 

: Pass'’:'. ■. .i-V--. ' 

Pass iy ./ 
V** 8 ‘ , 3N(2) 

.55-;6Y::. ■ 


EAST SOUTH 

14 2,4''; .; 

Pass 34(1) 
Pass 4N 
Pass 1 -$n 
Pass 


:_My pmmM »' very inexperienced 

player - he did. not; lead his partners suit, hid a 
hopeless" 4th highest of his diamond suit!; As 
y 0 u can see this went 4'down, white everyone 


■ North said hcfrkj 6N because it scores betier “ 


■■'®$&&***'*f** Spade stopper: 

- ^ ^ ade , sapper In this sequence,' 

Soqm placed the contract at the right side to pro- - 
his partner's diamond holding. IfSouth fails 

gyfrjygjg wWMe with she above ina- 
ages coreof6Y, the greedy 6N bid was pw- 
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ROCK TRACKS MAQICWORD 


By Stephanie DuBols 

Remember Chic, the group that reigned at the top 
of the charts in the ’70s with such hits as "Le Freak" 
and 7 Want Your Love" ? They’re baaaack! And, yes, 
with that same Chic sound, says co- founder /guitarist 
Nile RodgerB. He and partner Bernard Edwards 
recently released the new Warner Bros. “Chiasm" 
disk. He says, “We knew we were running the risk of 
being out of vogue and sounding old-fashioned when 
we decided to do a real Chic record. Our style of R&B 
dance music — with the horn players and extra musi¬ 
cians — just doesn’t exist anymore. But to us Chic is a 
sound and a philosophy and we couldn't do it any other 
way.’’ Rodgers and Edwards have been very active 
behind the scenes producing for other artists, but he 
says now they’re antsy to get back to performing live. 
"I love playing and now I’m playing the best I’ve ever 
played. When you’re younger, you think all you want to 
be is a recording star. But then you find you really only 
wanted that so you could get to the stage. There’s 
nothing more satisfying than having a tight band on 
stage to jam with." As much as Chic is looking forward 
to touring, Rodgers says when — and if — the group 
tours will be up to the fans. “We juBt hope other people 
are into this album and will really want to see us.” 

Who knows? Disco could be making a comeback. 
Even disco queen-Donna Summer has a new album, 
"Mistaken Identity. "She’s started out promoting her 
disk on a whirlwind tour of England — and hopes to do 
a stateside turn later, depending on the success of her 
album. 

Music man Michael Kamen, who had a monster 
hit with Bryan Adams on "Everything I Do, I Do For 
You" from his “Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves " 
soundtrack, is putting the finishing touches on his 
score for the Michael Douglas/Melanie Griffith 
"Shining Through "film. Kamen, who also has the two 
earlier "Lethal Weapon ” films to his credit, next 
moves right onto scoring "Lethal Weapon HI. ” 

AI B. Sure! is in the studio working on his latest 
album with buddy and co-producer Kyle West. The 
singer, who produced the group Jodeci's debut album 
and several cuts on Tevin Campbell's latest disk, 
hopes to have his own product in record stores by 
spring. 


Sandflsh 

(Sclncus phllbyl) 


Home: Saudi Arabian desert 

Habits: Stays active through the heat of the 
day, spending most of Its time just below the 
surface of the sand; looks for beetles, mllllpedep 
and other prey . 

Claim to fame: Pushes Its way through the .. 
sand with a swimming motion, hence Its name; 
unlike burrowing sklnks, has well developed legs 
and feet; female gives birth to fully-formed live 
young, which have developed Inside her body 

SOURCE: Oetrotl Free. Press, -Macmillan Ukmtwted Animal 
gneydopetta,' The ErKydopedtaorRfl^ 

AmphibiansResearch by NANCY FtOSS-FLANIQAN 


HOW TO PLAY; Read the list of worts. Look al the puzzle. 
You'll Und these worts in ell dilutions — horizontally, verti¬ 
cally, diagonally, backward*. Draw a circle around each let¬ 
ter ol n word found In the putzle, then strike H oil the Hat. 
Circling H will show a letter hag bean used but will leavo II 
visible should II also form part of another word. Find the big 
word9 first. Whan laliara of all llatod words me circled, you'll 
havo the given number ot tellers left over. They'll spell out 
your MAQICWORD. 

CHEERS (Sol.: 6 letters) 

A-AnlicR; B-Beer, Bouton; C-Carla, Charm. 
Cliff. Coach, Cool, Crowded; D-Darts, Dinne, 
Drink: E-Eddie, Expert; F-Frasier, Friend; G- 
Gather, Girl crazy, Goof; J-Jnke; K-Kelly; L- 
Laugh, Lilith; N-Nerd, Nick, Norm, Nuts; O- 
Office, Order; P-Postman, Pour, Psychiatrist; 
R-Rebecca, Red Sox, Regulars, Rude; S-Sarnmy, 
Serve, Silly, Stools; T-Tables, Talk, Tend bar; 
V-Vera; W-Wacky, Waitress, Want, Woody 
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ANTICSELBATALKC 
PI.YLLEKMHTI LL LH 
SMRONRLVFRIENDA 
YRGAI' VOEWACKYER 
CUI S CEORONERDDM 
HDRRKHCAOCTNAWX 
I ELAUGHTDRUOPOF 
AXCLCYSOYNUTSRO 
TPRUPOST MAN D D C O 
REAGBEERMREHTAG 
I RZ E RE I SARFEKOJ 
STYRDARTSOFFICE 
TORDERESSERTIAW 
KNIRDYLLISTOOLS 
REBECCARABDNETC 
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